
MINUTES OF THE VAN BUREN COUNTY COMMISSION

VAN BUREN COUNTY, TENNESSEE

The Van Buren County Commission met in a Regular Meeting on November 17, 2020 at 6:00

p.m. at the Van Buren County Administrative Facility & Justice Center. The following action was

taken as recorded in Minute Book, “S”. 

Call to Order

Commissioner  David  Chandler  called  the  Meeting  to  Order.  (Due  to  COVID-19  Governor’s

Orders this Meeting was conducted thru Zoom)

Prayer was led by Mayor Greg Wilson.

Roll Call

Member present: David Chandler, Bill Mosley, Henry Seamons, and Brian Simmons. Thru Zoom

members present:  Terry Hickey, William Maxwell, Robert Van Winkle and Michael Woodlee.

Absent: Joey Grissom and Mickey Robinson.

Also present: County Attorney Howard Upchurch, County Mayor Greg Wilson, County Clerk Lisa

Rigsby, and Jay Williams with Zoom.

Approval of October 20, 2020 Meeting Minutes 

(Mickey Robinson entered the Meeting thru Zoom @ 6:02 p.m.)

Henry  Seamons  made  a  motion,  second  by  Bill  Mosley  to  approve  the  Minutes  from  the

October 20, 2020 Meeting. 

Upon roll call: David Chandler, Terry Hickey, William Maxwell, Bill Mosley, Mickey Robinson,

Henry  Seamons,  Brian  Simmons,  Robert  Van  Winkle,  and  Michael  Woodlee  voted  yes.  No

changes to any yes vote. Motion passed.

Quarterly Reports Approval

Mickey Robinson made a motion, second by Michael Woodlee to approve all Quarterly Reports.

Upon roll call: David Chandler, Terry Hickey, William Maxwell, Bill Mosley, Mickey Robinson,

Henry  Seamons,  Brian  Simmons,  Robert  Van  Winkle,  and  Michael  Woodlee  voted  yes.  No

changes to any yes vote. Motion passed.



Committee A Report

Committee A

October 23, 2020

Roll Call: 

Members present: David Chandler, Mickey Robinson, Henry Seamons, Robert Van Winkle and

Will Maxwell. Also Mayor Greg Wilson

(This meeting was conducted through conference call due to Covid-19)

Library Grant 

The library board submitted documents that they have been awarded a grant to purchase new

computers with a 50% match asking the county to consider paying the $1,678.00 match. This

grant match would have no effect on the maintenance of effort agreement.

Mr.  Chandler  made the motion to amend line  101-56500-709 in  amount  of  $3,356.00 and

$1,678 from fund balance and $1,678 from state grants. Seconded by Mr. Seamons All Voted

Yes.  

Health Dept. Amendment 

An amendment for the health department was summited from some remodeling work that was

not completed by the end of the year last budget year and needs to carrier forward to current

budget cycle. 

Motion by Mr. Seamons to amended line 101-55110-599 to $41,041 to a new total of $41,532

and increase revenue line 101-46390 by $41,041. This is a reimbursement item. Seconded by

Mr. Robinson All Voted yes.  

Fair Building 

The fair building has been converted by a grant into the new Ag Learning Center. The grant has

covered $150,000 of expenses but due to material increases and unforeseen electrical expenses

the project is $22,349 from completion. The additional funds would go to replacing the siding

with a long term metal covering for the building   

Mr. Chandler made a motion to amend line 101-51800-338 by $23,000 to be taken from fund

balance Seconded by Mr. Seamons. All Voted Yes. 

Bid Process for Solid waste 

The mayor presented a set of bid specs for bidding out the solid waste services of the county to

include the purchase of the BDS property and a score system to score the bidders. A lengthy

discussion was had about the process. No Action was taken on the item. 

Appointment of Purchasing Officer 

The  Mayor  stated  that  audit  recommended that  we  should  officially  appoint  a  purchasing

officer. It was recommended that Heather Woodlee be appointed as purchasing officer of the

County. Motion to approve by Mr. Chandler seconded by Mr. Seamons, all Voted Yes. 

 

Adjourn

Motion was made by Mr. Robinson to Adjourn and seconded by Mr. Seamons. All Voted Yes. 

____________________________________________________________________________



Burritt Memorial Library
427 College Street
Spencer, TN 38585

(931) 946-2575

October 21, 2020

Van Buren County Commission,

Burritt Memorial Library has been awarded a Technology grant for the 2020/2021 fiscal
year.  This  grant  will  allow  the  library  to  purchase  5  computers  (to  replace  older
versions), 2 computer monitors, and a keyboard for a children’s computer station. This
grant is in the amount of $3,356.00, with $1,678.00 of that amount coming from the
state. The library board and staff  would like to ask the county for the required 50%
match of this grant in the amount of $1,678.00. This grant is totally separate and has
nothing to do with the Maintenance of Effort Agreement.

Thank you,
Shawn Roberts, Library Board Chairman
Amy Carter, Library Director
Library Board Members

Van Buren County Ag Learning Center

Proposal 

Total Grant from Tennessee Department of Ag- $150,000

Total Spent on Project as of Today-                              $114,099

Total Left in Grant-                                                        $35,901

Projects Left in Building- 

 Flooring and Baseboards                                     $11,700

Metal Siding, Windows, & Door                         $42,000

Stair Repair                                $1,600

Bathroom                                $1,200

Parking Spot (material)                   $1,000

Drain work (material)                                   $750

Total Project Cost Left                                          $58,250

Total Left in Grant   $35,901

What needed to complete                              $22,349



Financial

Experience in the Industry………………………………35 points 

Stability…………………………………………………………..20 points

Highest Bid for BDS Property…………………………..15 points

Lowest bid for Trash pick-up……………………………15 points

Job Creation along with Business Plan……….......15 points

The Van Buren County Commission reserves the right to reject any or all bids.























Committee A

November 6, 2020

Roll  Call: Members present:  David Chandler,  Mickey Robinson,  Henry Seamons,  Robert Van

Winkle and Will Maxwell. Also Mayor Greg Wilson, Jessica Grissom, Director of schools Cheryl

Cole. 

 (This meeting was conducted through conference call due to Covid-19)

Solid waste Bid Process  

The  Mayor  presented  a  bit  proposal  to  operate  the  county  solid  waste  service.  See  Bid

document attached. Will look at this later in meeting due to some members not having proper

paperwork.  

Amendment for corrections Overtime 

Motion by Mr. Chandler to amended line 101-54210-187 by increase of $5,000 and decease line

101-54210-160 by the same Seconded by Mr. Robinson, All Voted yes.  

Amendment for Register of Deeds 

Motion by Mr. Robinson to move $750.00 from fund balance 101-39000 to 101-51600-435 for

office supplies in the registers of deeds office. Seconded by Mr. Chandler, All Voted Yes. 

Solid waste fee exemption 

One solid waste fee exemption was presented to the committee for review Motion was made

by Mr. Chandler to deny the exemption. Seconded by Mr. Van Winkle All Voted Yes 

School System request for portion of State money 

Director of schools presented two letters from the Board of Education requesting a portion of

the money received from the State for the closer of FCF. (See Attached) Mr. Seamons made a

motion to table this discussion until a later date. Seconded by Mr. Van Winkle, all Voted Yes.

Board of Education requesting reimbursement for unemployment with Cares Act money 

The board of education summited a letter requesting the county turn in the unemployment

cost to be covered under the Cares Act money. Per The mayor that had to be submitted by Nov.

1st.  No Action was taken 

Contribution for the Santa Workshop 

A request has been made by the Santa Workshop for a donation of $500 No action was taken.

 

Amendment to the GDS for the interest of the bonds 

Jessica  Grissom  brought  up  an  error  in  the  calculation  of  the  interest  payment  that  was

budgeted  for  the  payment  on  the  bond  from  Debt  services.  Motion  was  made  by  David

Chandler  to  amend 151-82110-604 in  the amount  of  $7050  from Fund balance  151-39000

Seconded by Mr. VanWinkle All Voted Yes 

County Vehicle insurance recovery  

It was noted that a vehicle from the Sheriff’s Dept. had been totaled back in May and would be

removed from the County insurance and a check would be deposited into the General Fund for

its worth. Concern was expressed by Mr. Chandler as to why the Commission had not been



notified until now that a loss had occurred. He stated he felt it would be good if the commission

would be made aware in a timely fashion when the county incurred a loss such as this. 

A Short Recess was taken to give members time to review the Solid waste bid document.   

Solid waste Bid 

Motion was made by Mr. Chandler to move forward with the bid process as received seconded

By Mr. Seamons, All Voted Yes.  

Adjourn

Motion was made by Mr. Robinson to Adjourn and seconded by Mr. Seamons. All Voted Yes.

_____________________________________________________________________________









Van Buren Co. Executive

2020-2021 Budget Amendments Fund 151 11/6/2020

Function Obj. Code Description Explanation Debit Credit

82110 603 Interest on Notes 7,050.00

39000 Fund Balance 7,050.00

Total 7,050.00 7,050.00

CORRECTED COPY

Van Buren Co. Executive

2020-2021 Budget Amendments Fund 101 11/6/2020

Function Obj. Code Description Explanation Debit Credit

51600 435 Office Supplies (none was in budget    750.00

54210 187 Overtime Correctional officers              5,000.00

54210 160 Guards 5,000.00

39000 Fund Balance    750.00

Fund Balance

Total  5750.00  5750.00











Committee A Chairman William Maxwell brought forward action that needs to be taken from

the Full Commission from the Committee A (Budget) Meetings. 

New line item needed for the Drug Fund

The Finance Director Jessica Grissom informed Committee A that a new line item was needed in

the Drug Fund to allow for the stripping on the new drug control vehicle. William Maxwell made

a motion, second by Mickey Robinson to move $450.00 from Drug Fund balance to a newly

created line item 122-54150 line 718. 

Upon roll call: David Chandler, Terry Hickey, William Maxwell, Bill Mosley, Mickey Robinson,

Henry Seamons, Brian Simmons and Michael Woodlee voted yes. Robert Van Winkle had his

phone on mute and did not get to vote. 8-yes votes. Motion passed. 

Repair for the old Landfill

There was a repair needed for the landfill, and no money had been budgeted to cover this cost.

William Maxwell made a motion, second by Robert Van Winkle to create line 101-51800-523 in

the amount of $7,700.00 from fund balance and this would be to cover the repair. 

Upon roll call: David Chandler, Terry Hickey, William Maxwell, Bill Mosley, Mickey Robinson,

Henry  Seamons,  Brian  Simmons,  Robert  Van  Winkle,  and  Michael  Woodlee  voted  yes.  No

changes to any yes vote. Motion passed.

Covid Grant

The  County  received  a  Covid  Grant  to  be  used  for  cleaning  the  courtrooms.  Budget

Amendments  were  presented  for  some  part-time  employees  for  temperature  checks  and

cleaning on court dates. This is a State Grant in the amount of ($6,271.89). This would be shown

in State Revenues in the same amount. There will be four line items effected: 

51800-169 $5,698.00

201      392.00

210        89.00

212        92.00

William  Maxwell  made  a  motion,  second  by  Michael  Woodlee  to  approve  these  Budget

Amendments as listed.

Upon roll call: David Chandler, Terry Hickey, William Maxwell, Bill Mosley, Mickey Robinson,

Henry  Seamons,  Brian  Simmons,  Robert  Van  Winkle,  and  Michael  Woodlee  voted  yes.  No

changes to any yes vote. Motion passed.

State Election Grant

A State Election Grant has been awarded to Van Buren County to help with upcoming Elections

in the amount $25,000.00 and the Budget would need to be Amendment to reflect this. William

Maxwell  made  a  motion,  second by  Michael  Woodlee to  increase  Line  item 51100-304  by

$25,000.00 and Revenue Code 4698 to be increased by $25,000.00 as well. 

Upon roll call: David Chandler, Terry Hickey, William Maxwell, Bill Mosley, Mickey Robinson,

Henry  Seamons,  Brian  Simmons,  Robert  Van  Winkle,  and  Michael  Woodlee  voted  yes.  No

changes to any yes vote. Motion passed.



Library Grant

The Library Board submitted documents that they have been awarded a grant to purchase new

computer with a 50% match asking the County to consider paying the $1,678.00 match. This

grant match would have no effect on the maintenance of effort agreement. William Maxwell

made a motion, second by Henry Seamons to approve to amend line 101-56500-709 in the

amount of $3,356.00 and 1,678.00 from Fund Balance and $1,678.00 from State Grants.

Upon roll call: David Chandler, Terry Hickey, William Maxwell, Bill Mosley, Mickey Robinson,

Henry  Seamons,  Brian  Simmons,  Robert  Van  Winkle,  and  Michael  Woodlee  voted  yes.  No

changes to any yes vote. Motion passed.

Health Department Amendment

An amendment for the Health Department was summited for some remodeling work that was

not completed by the end of the year last budget year and needs to carrier forward to current

budget cycle. William Maxwell made a motion, second by Michael Woodlee to increase line

101-55110-599 to $41,041.00 and increase Revenue line 101-46390 by $41,041.00. 

Upon roll call: David Chandler, Terry Hickey, William Maxwell, Bill Mosley, Mickey Robinson,

Henry  Seamons,  Brian  Simmons,  Robert  Van  Winkle,  and  Michael  Woodlee  voted  yes.  No

changes to any yes vote. Motion passed.

Fair Building

The Fair building has been converted by a Grant into the new AG Learning Center. The Grant

has covered $150,000.00 of expenses but due to material increases and unforeseen electrical

expenses the project is $22,349.00 from completion. The additional funds would go to replacing

the siding with a long term metal covering for the building. The County has had no expenses in

this project. William Maxwell made a motion, second by Henry Seamons to amend line 101-

51800-338 by $23,000.00 to be taken from Fund Balance and this would cover the expenses.

Upon roll call: David Chandler, Terry Hickey, William Maxwell, Bill Mosley, Mickey Robinson,

Henry  Seamons,  Brian  Simmons,  Robert  Van  Winkle,  and  Michael  Woodlee  voted  yes.  No

changes to any yes vote. Motion passed.

Appointment of a Purchasing Officer

Mayor Wilson has stated that Audit recommended that the County should officially appoint a

Purchasing Officer. It was recommended that Heather Woodlee be appointed to this position.

William Maxwell made a motion, second by Terry Hickey to make that official that she is the

County’s Purchasing Officer. 

Upon roll call: David Chandler, Terry Hickey, William Maxwell, Bill Mosley, Mickey Robinson,

Henry  Seamons,  Brian  Simmons,  and  Robert  Van  Winkle  voted  yes.  Michael  Woodlee

abstained. 

8-yes votes, 1-abstained. Motion passed. 

Amendment for Correction Officers overtime

William Maxwell made a motion, second by Henry Seamons to amend line 101-54210-187 by

increase of 5,000.00 and decrease line 101-54210-160 by the same amount.

Upon roll call: David Chandler, Terry Hickey, William Maxwell, Bill Mosley, Mickey Robinson,

Henry  Seamons,  Brian  Simmons,  Robert  Van  Winkle,  and  Michael  Woodlee  voted  yes.  No

changes to any yes vote. Motion passed.



Amendment for the Register of Deeds

No money was put into the Register of Deeds Office Supply line item by an oversight. William

Maxwell made a motion, second by Brian Simmons to move $750.00 from Fund Balance 101-

39000 to 101-516-435 for Office Supplies in the Register of Deeds Office.

Upon roll call: David Chandler, Terry Hickey, William Maxwell, Bill Mosley, Mickey Robinson,

Henry  Seamons,  Brian  Simmons,  Robert  Van  Winkle,  and  Michael  Woodlee  voted  yes.  No

changes to any yes vote. Motion passed.

Amendment to the GDS for interest of the Bond

Finance Director Jessica Grissom brought up an error in the calculation of the interest payment

that was budgeted for the payment on the Bond from Debt Service. William Maxwell made a

motion, second by Michael Woodlee to amend 151-82110-604 in the amount of $7,050.00 from

Fund Balance 151-39000.

Upon roll call: David Chandler, Terry Hickey, William Maxwell, Bill Mosley, Mickey Robinson,

Henry  Seamons,  Brian  Simmons,  Robert  Van  Winkle,  and  Michael  Woodlee  voted  yes.  No

changes to any yes vote. Motion passed.

Solid Waste Bid

The Mayor presented a bid proposal to operate the County’s Solid Waste Service, this is just

exploratory. William Maxwell made a motion, second by Michael Woodlee to go forward with

this, to put the bid out, the bid doesn’t say we have to except the bid but we can see what our

options are. 

Upon roll call: David Chandler, Terry Hickey, William Maxwell, Bill Mosley, Mickey Robinson,

Henry  Seamons,  Brian  Simmons,  Robert  Van  Winkle,  and  Michael  Woodlee  voted  yes.  No

changes to any yes vote. Motion passed.



Committee B Report

Committee B

October- 22- 2020
Roll Call:   Present:   Michael Woodlee, Terry Hickey, Bill Mosley, Joey Grissom, Brian Simmons,

and Mayor Wilson. 

Speed limit for Double Bridges Road   Commissioner Bill Mosley brought to the committee that

the citizens of Double Bridges road would like to have a posted speed limit of 30 MPH.

Mr. Mosley presented a signed petition by all citizens of the road. Motion was made by Bill to

bring to the full commission, Seconded by Terry. By roll call vote, all voted in favor.

Masonic Building     Mayor Wilson brought to the committee that he has been approached by

UCHRA about the use of the Masonic building to bring to Van Buren County a Pre-Daycare. The

pre-daycare would offer Van Buren county citizens free child care to children ages 6 weeks to 6

years of age. The facility would be available to 24 children and would create at least 12 jobs for

Van Buren county citizens. Any changes to the building would be at UCHRA expense.   Motion

was made by Terry seconded by Michael to send to full commission for vote. Roll call vote all

voted yes.

Discussion of  BDS property   Committee B  discussed the BDS being added to the bidding

proposal as part of the county trash Contract  as Committee B is not the solid waste committee

a motion was made by Michael and seconded by Terry to allow The solid waste (committed A)

to add the property as part of the bidding process. Roll call vote Michael (yes) Terry (yes) Bill

(yes) Joey (did not vote because he lost service)  

Discussion was had on community centers, Cedar grove and Bone Cave.

Motion to adjourn made by Terry Seconded by Michael, roll call vote, all voted yes.      

 _____________________________________________________________________________







Committee B Chairman Brian Simmons brought forward action that needs to be taken from

the Full Commission from October 22, 2020 Meeting.

Speed Limit for Double Bridges Road

Commissioner Bill  Mosley brought to Committee B that the Citizens of Double Bridges Road

would like to have a posted speed limit of 30 mph. Mr. Mosley presented a signed petition by

all  Citizens on that road. Brian Simmons made a motion, second by Bill  Mosley to post the

speed limit on Double Bridges Road at 30 mph and a sign that says Dead End also.

Upon roll call: David Chandler, Terry Hickey, William Maxwell, Bill Mosley, Mickey Robinson,

Henry  Seamons,  Brian  Simmons,  Robert  Van  Winkle,  and  Michael  Woodlee  voted  yes.  No

changes to any yes vote. Motion passed.

Masonic Building

Mayor Wilson brought to the Committee B that he has been approached by UCHRA about the

use of  the Masonic  building to bring  to Van Buren County a  Pre-Daycare.  The pre-daycare

would offer Van Buren County Citizens free child care to children ages 6 weeks to 6 years of

age. The facility would be available to 24 children and would create at least 12 jobs for Van

Buren county Citizens. Any changes to the building would be at UCHRA expense. Brian Simmons

made a motion, second by Bill Mosley to approve this. 

Upon roll call: David Chandler, Terry Hickey, William Maxwell, Bill Mosley, Mickey Robinson,

Henry  Seamons,  Brian  Simmons,  Robert  Van  Winkle,  and  Michael  Woodlee  voted  yes.  No

changes to any yes vote. Motion passed. 

Appointment of Diane Hodges and Mike Solomon to Planning Board

Bill Mosley made a motion, second by Mickey Robinson to approve Diane Hodges and Mike

Solomon to the Planning Board. 

Upon roll call: David Chandler, Terry Hickey, William Maxwell, Bill Mosley, Mickey Robinson,

Henry  Seamons,  Brian  Simmons,  Robert  Van  Winkle  and  Michael  Woodlee  voted  yes.  No

changes to any yes vote. Motion passed.

Re-appointment of Crystal Young, Phyllis Sullivan, and Sherry Wilson to the VBC Library Board

William Maxwell made a motion, second by Robert Van Winkle to approve the re-appointment

of  Crystal  Young  and approve  Phyllis  Sullivan  and Sherry  Wilson to  the Van Buren County

Library Board. 

Upon roll call: David Chandler, Terry Hickey, William Maxwell, Bill Mosley, Mickey Robinson,

Henry  Seamons,  Brian  Simmons,  Robert  Van  Winkle  and  Michael  Woodlee  voted  yes.  No

changes to any yes vote. Motion passed.



Van Buren County Highway Department Covid-19 Policy



William Maxwell made a motion, second by Mickey Robinson to approve the Van Buren County

Highway Departments Covid-19 Policy.

Upon roll call: David Chandler, Terry Hickey, William Maxwell, Bill Mosley, Mickey Robinson,

Henry  Seamons,  Brian  Simmons,  Robert  Van  Winkle  and  Michael  Woodlee  voted  yes.  No

changes to any yes vote. Motion passed.

Old Business

BDS Property

Committee B had discussed adding BDS property to the bidding process to sale. Mayor Wilson

would like for the Commission to go ahead and put this property out for bid and set a reserve.

After much discussion on this matter, Brian Simmons made a motion, second by Henry Seamons

to send this back to Committee B in order to advertise and set a reserve or a minimum bid and

any other conditions requested on the purchase of the property for the sale.

Upon roll call: David Chandler, Terry Hickey, William Maxwell, Bill Mosley, Mickey Robinson,

Henry  Seamons,  Brian  Simmons,  Robert  Van  Winkle  and  Michael  Woodlee  voted  yes.  No

changes to any yes vote. Motion passed.

New Business

(Commissioner Michael Woodlee got disconnected on Zoom) 

Van Buren County Library Board

Mayor Wilson explained to the Full Commission that they were 3 more members that had left

the Library Board. There were 3 names that has been submitted for their replacements. Listed

as following:

Linda Hilliard

Jennette Justice

Freda Christensen

William Maxwell made a motion, second by Brian Simmons to approve the listed members to

the Library Board.

Upon roll call: David Chandler, Terry Hickey, William Maxwell, Bill Mosley, Mickey Robinson,

Henry Seamons, Brian Simmons, and Robert Van Winkle voted yes. No changes to any yes vote.

Motion passed.

Van Buren County Highway Department Fuel donation

The Van Buren County Highway Department request approval for a $2,500.00 donation for fuel

for the County’s Senior Companion Program. Henry Seamons made a motion, second by Terry

Hickey to approve the $2,500.00 donation to the Senior Companion Program.

Upon roll call: David Chandler, Terry Hickey, William Maxwell, Bill Mosley, Mickey Robinson,

Henry Seamons, Brian Simmons, and Robert Van Winkle voted yes. No changes to any yes vote.

Motion passed.





Adjournment

Brian Simmons made a motion, second by Mickey Robinson to adjourn. All  agreed by voice

vote. Motion passed. Meeting adjourned at 6:57 p.m. 

 ____________________________________ ____________________________________

Chairman Joey Grissom County Clerk Lisa Rigsby


