
MINUTES OF THE VAN BUREN COUNTY COMMISSION

VAN BUREN COUNTY, TENNESSEE

The Van Buren County Commission met in a Regular Meeting on Tuesday January 19, 2021 at

6:00 p.m. at the Van Buren County Administrative Facility & Justice Center. The following action

was taken as recorded in Minute Book, “S”.

Call to Order

Commissioner  David  Chandler  called  the  Meeting  to  Order.  (This  meeting  was  conducted

through Zoom due to Covid-19)

Mayor Greg Wilson led us in prayer.

Roll Call

Member  present:  David  Chandler,  William  Maxwell,  Bill  Mosley,  Mickey  Robinson,  Henry

Seamons,  and  Brian  Simmons.  Present  Via-Zoom:   Joey  Grissom,  Terry  Hickey,  Robert  Van

Winkle and Michael Woodlee.

Also present: Standing in for County Attorney Howard Upchurch was Stacey Farmer, County

Mayor Greg Wilson, County Clerk Lisa Rigsby and Jay Williams with Zoom.

Approval of December 15, 2020 Meeting Minutes

Mickey Robinson made a motion, second by Henry Seamons to approve the Minutes from the 

December 15, 2020 Meeting. 

Upon roll call: David Chandler, Joey Grissom, Terry Hickey, William Maxwell, Bill Mosley, Mickey

Robinson, Henry Seamons, Brian Simmons, Robert Van Winkle and Michael Woodlee voted yes.

No changes to any yes vote. Motion passed.

Committee A Report

Committee A

January 6, 2021

Roll Call: 

Members present: David Chandler, Henry Seamons, Mickey Robinson, Robert Van Winkle and

Will Maxwell. Also, Mayor Greg Wilson, Director of School Cheryl Cole, Finance Director Jessica

Grissom, and Jail Administrator Jarred Campbell 

 (This meeting was conducted through conference call due to Covid-19)

Solid Waste Fee Exemption 

The following fee exemptions were submitted for review: 

Delma Dishman, 199 Old Dunlap St. 
Joyce Prater, 5076 Old State Hwy 111
Van Buren County, several locations across the county 

Motion was made by Mr. Seamons to exempt the aforementioned locations of the solid waste
fee. Seconded by Mr. Robinson.  All Voted Yes 

Bid approval of lease of Solid Waste Truck 
One bid was received in the amount of $3988.00 monthly by RDK truck sales. 

Motion was made by Mr. Chandler to accept the bid, Seconded by Mr. Van Winkle All Voted
Yes.  



Bid approval for Insurance for County Volunteer Fire Personnel

One bid was received from VFIS for $50,358.00 yearly. 

Motion was made by Mr. Seamons to accept the bid and Seconded by Mr. Robinson. All Voted

Yes. 

Bid approval of employee medical insurance 

One bid was received from BCBS of Tennessee with a monthly rate of $7,930.95. 

Motion was made by Mr. Chandler to accept Seconded by Mr. Robinson. All Voted Yes. 

CDBG Grant Resolution 

Mayor Wilson ask for approval of a Resolution to be presented to the full commission for the

application of the CDBG grant to be used for fire equipment for the County Fire Departments. 

Motion was made by Mr. Robinson and seconded by Mr. Van Winkle. All Voted Yes.   

BDS Property Bids 

No Bids were received  

Board of Education Request for $84,000 as part of the lost revenue from FCF Grant 

Director of Schools Cheryl Cole requested that the County pay a portion of the $84,000 to the

School System for the grant that was received for the lost revenue due to closure of Fall Creek

Falls Hotel and Convention Center. 

Motion was made by Mr. Robinson to approve, Seconded by Mr. Van Winkle. All Voted Yes. 

EMS Bad Debt Forgiveness  

A list of accounts was presented to the committee for forgiveness of uncollectable debt from

past EMS bills. This is under the advice of the Auditor.

Motion to approve was made By Mr. Seamons, seconded by Mr. Robinson. All Voted Yes.   

Jail Covid-19 Relief Grant 

Jail  Administrator  Jarred  Campbell  presented  two  grants  that  he  received  for  the  Jail  for

supplies due to Covid-19. He did not have the proper budget forms to move forward with a

budget amendment. He will work with the Finance Director to get the proper paperwork.

Additional Committee A Meeting 

A Committee A meeting will be held 1/12/21 at 10:00 a.m. 

2021-2022 initial budget hearing date 

2/4/2021 at 10:00 a.m.

New Business

None

Solid waste Disposal Fee

Bids were taken for the disposal of the Solid Waste collected in Van Buren County. A bid was

presented from Southern Central for $46.50 per ton. 

Motion was made by Mr. Chandler to accept the bid and seconded by Mr. Van Winkle. All voted

yes.

Adjourn

Motion was made by Mr. Robinson to Adjourn and seconded by Mr. Van Winkle. 





































Committee A

January 12, 2021

Roll Call: 

Members present: David Chandler, Henry Seamons, Mickey Robinson, Robert Van Winkle and

Will  Maxwell.  Also,  Mayor  Greg  Wilson,  Sheriff  Eddie  Carter,  and  Jail  Administrator  Jarred

Campbell 

(This meeting was conducted through conference call due to Covid-19)

Budget Amendments 

Three budget amendment Resolutions were presented for approval. (see attached)

 
Motion was made by Mr. Robinson to approve the Amendments, Seconded by Mr. Robinson.
All Voted Yes. 

Line item creation for the payment to the School System 

Motion was made by Mr. Chandler to create line item 101-99100 for transfer out to General

Purpose School line 49-800 in the amount of $42,000, seconded by Mr. Robinson. All Voted Yes.

Jail Grant Approval 

Motion was made by Mr. Chandler to approve the grants in the amount of $40,000 for the Jail

Covid Grant Line 101-51100-399 in the amount of $40,000 and Revenue line 46980. Seconded

by Mr. Robinson, all voted yes. 

New Business 

Jail  Administrator  Jarred Campbell  ask  the Committee to allow the Sheriff’s  Department to

complete a Credit application to establish an account with the Video surveillance company for

service of the cameras in the Jail. 

Motion was made by Mr. Chandler to approve, seconded by Mr. Robinson. All Voted Yes.   

Adjourn

Motion was made by Mr. Robinson to Adjourn and seconded by Mr. Chandler. 

 

 _____________________________________________________________________________

1. Budget Amendments

2. Line item Creation for School Payment of $42,000

3. Grants for VBC Jail (Jarod Campbell) to present 

4. New Business

5. Adjourn









Committee A Chairman William Maxwell brought forward action that needs to be taken from 

the Full Commission from the January 6th & 12th, 2021 Meetings.

Bid approval of lease of Solid Waste Truck

There were one bid for the Solid Waste Truck from RDK Truck Sales in the amount of $3,988.00.

The lease is for 13 months with a lease/purchase option. After much discussion on this matter,

William Maxwell  made a motion, second by Henry Seamons to except the Bid for the Solid

Waste Truck in the amount of $3,988.00. 

Upon roll call: David Chandler, Joey Grissom, Terry Hickey, William Maxwell, Mickey Robinson,

Henry  Seamons,  Brian  Simmons,  Robert  Van  Winkle  and  Michael  Woodlee  voted  yes.  Bill

Mosley voted no. 9-yes votes, 1-no vote. Motion passed. Quote as following:





Bid approval for Insurance for County Volunteer Fire Personnel

There were one bid proposal received for Van Buren County Volunteer Fire Department from

VFIS in the amount of $50,358.00 yearly. VFIS is the County’s Current provider and the yearly

amount is taken out of the Local  Purpose Tax.  William Maxwell  made a motion, second by

Michael Woodlee to except the bid of $50,358.00 yearly for the County Fire Departments.

Upon roll call: David Chandler, Joey Grissom, Terry Hickey, William Maxwell, Bill Mosley, Mickey

Robinson, Henry Seamons, Brian Simmons, Robert Van Winkle and Michael Woodlee voted yes.

No changes to any yes vote. Motion passed.

Bid approval of Employee Medical Insurance

One bid was received from BCBS of Tennessee with a monthly rate of $7,930.95. The County is

responsible for one half and the employee pays one half of this amount.  v William Maxwell

made a motion, second by Mickey Robinson to approve the bid from BCBS in the amount of

$7,930.95 monthly.

Upon roll call: David Chandler, Joey Grissom, Terry Hickey, William Maxwell, Bill Mosley, Mickey

Robinson, Henry Seamons, Brian Simmons, Robert Van Winkle and Michael Woodlee voted yes.

No changes to any yes vote. Motion passed.

CDBG Grant Resolution

Mayor Wilson ask for approval of a Resolution for the application of the CDBG Grant to be used 

for Fire equipment for the County Fire Departments. William Maxwell made a motion, second 

by Henry Seamons to approve this Resolution.

Upon roll call: David Chandler, Joey Grissom, Terry Hickey, William Maxwell, Bill Mosley, Mickey

Robinson, Henry Seamons, Brian Simmons, Robert Van Winkle and Michael Woodlee voted yes.

No changes to any yes vote. Motion passed. Resolution as following:





EMS Bad Debt Forgiveness

A list of accounts was presented to the Full Commission for forgiveness of uncollectable debt

from past EMS bills. William Maxwell made a motion, second by Robert Van Winkle to approve

the debt forgiveness. 

Upon roll call: David Chandler, Joey Grissom, Terry Hickey, William Maxwell, Bill Mosley, Mickey

Robinson, Henry Seamons, Brian Simmons, Robert Van Winkle and Michael Woodlee voted yes.

No changes to any yes vote. Motion passed.

Solid Waste Disposal fee

Bids were taken for the disposal of the solid Waste collected in Van Buren County. A bid was

presented from Southern Central for $46.50 per ton. William Maxwell made a motion, second

by Bill Mosley to approve the bid from Southern Central for $46.50 per ton.

Upon roll call: David Chandler, Joey Grissom, Terry Hickey, William Maxwell, Bill Mosley, Mickey

Robinson, Henry Seamons, Brian Simmons, Robert Van Winkle and Michael Woodlee voted yes.

No changes to any yes vote. Motion passed.

Budget Amendments

Three Budget Amendment Resolutions were presented for approval. William Maxwell made a

motion, second by Robert Van Winkle to approve these budget amendment Resolutions.

Upon roll call: David Chandler, Joey Grissom, Terry Hickey, William Maxwell, Bill Mosley, Mickey

Robinson, Henry Seamons, Brian Simmons, Robert Van Winkle and Michael Woodlee voted yes.

No changes to any yes vote. Motion passed. Resolutions as following: 









Line item creation for the payment to the School System

The Van Buren County Board of Education is0 requesting payment for their portion of the Direct

Appropriation Grant that was given to the County to supplement the loss of Revenue from the

Fall Creek Falls Inn. The School’s portion should be 42% of $200,000.00 for Fiscal year 2020-

2021 which would be $84,000.00. The Commission is paying the School System in two separate

payment of $42,000.00.  After much discussion on this matter, William Maxwell made a motion,

second  by  Brian  Simmons  to  create  line  item  101-51100-590  for  transfer  out  to  General

Purpose School line in the amount of $42,000.00.

Upon roll call: David Chandler, Joey Grissom, William Maxwell, Bill Mosley, Mickey Robinson,

Henry Seamons,  Brian Simmons,  Robert Van Winkle and Michael  Woodlee voted yes.  Terry

Hickey abstained. 9-yes votes, 1-abstained. Motion passed.

Jail Grant Approval

Jail Administrator Jarred Campbell presented Grants to be received for the Jail for supplies due

to Covid-19 to Committee A to take to the Full Commission for approval. William Maxwell made

a motion, second by Robert Van Winkle to approve the Grants in the amount of $40,000.00 for

the Jail Covid Grant line 101-51100-309 in the amount of $40,000.00 and revenue line 46980.

Upon roll call: David Chandler, Joey Grissom, Terry Hickey, William Maxwell, Bill Mosley, Mickey

Robinson, Henry Seamons, Brian Simmons, Robert Van Winkle and Michael Woodlee voted yes.

No changes to any yes vote. Motion passed.

Appointment of Steve Russell to the Farm Board

William Maxwell made a motion, second by Mickey Robinson to approve Steve Russell to the 

Farm Board.

Upon roll call: David Chandler, Joey Grissom, Terry Hickey, William Maxwell, Mickey Robinson, 

Henry Seamons, Brian Simmons, Robert Van Winkle and Michael Woodlee voted yes. Bill 

Mosley abstained. 9-yes votes, 1-abstained. Motion passed.

Old Business

None

New Business (5 yr. Reappraisal Plan & Resolution)

Assessor of Property Darlene Hale was present to present to the Full Commission the 

Reappraisal plan and Resolution for approval. After discussion on this matter, Henry Seamons 

made a motion, second by William Maxwell to approve.

Upon roll call: David Chandler, Joey Grissom, Terry Hickey, William Maxwell, Bill Mosley, Mickey

Robinson, Henry Seamons, Brian Simmons, Robert Van Winkle and Michael Woodlee voted yes.

No changes to any yes vote. Motion passed. Memorandum of Understanding and Resolution 

as following: 





















































Resolution in support of Drug Dealer Liability Act Lawsuit

William Maxwell made a motion, second by Bill Mosley to approve this Resolution. 

Upon roll call: David Chandler, Joey Grissom, Terry Hickey, William Maxwell, Bill Mosley, Mickey

Robinson, Henry Seamons, Brian Simmons, Robert Van Winkle and Michael Woodlee voted yes.

No changes to any yes vote. Motion passed. Resolution as following:





Retainer Agreement for Drug Dealer Liability Act Lawsuit

Michael  Woodlee  made  a  motion,  second  by  Henry  Seamons  to  approve  the  Retainer

Agreement. 

Upon roll call: David Chandler, Joey Grissom, Terry Hickey, William Maxwell, Bill Mosley, Mickey

Robinson, Henry Seamons, Brian Simmons, Robert Van Winkle and Michael Woodlee voted yes.

No changes to any yes vote. Motion passed. Retainer Agreement as following: 





CTAS Training for County Commissioners

Ben Rodgers with CTAS has set up a training workshop for all County Commissioners for January

26, 2021 at 4:30 p.m. at the Administrative Building.

Adjournment

Bill Mosley made a motion, second by Mickey Robinson to adjourn. All approved by voice vote. 

Motion passed. Meeting adjourned at 6:45 p.m.

 ___________________________________ ____________________________________

Chairman Joey Grissom County Clerk Lisa Rigsby


