
MINUTES OF THE VAN BUREN COUNTY COMMISSION

VAN BUREN COUNTY, TENNESSEE

A Public Hearing was held at 5:30 p.m. for the public to ask questions before action was taken

in lieu of tax rate by the Full Commission. Chairman Joey Grissom called the Public Hearing to

Order. Many Citizens ask questions and spoke of their concerns about the Tax rate here in

Van Buren County and the $7.00 Trash Fee.   (This  Meeting was conducted in person and

videoed live on Van Buren Counties Facebook page) Hearing ending at 6:36 p.m. 

The Van Buren County Commission met in a Regular Meeting on Tuesday June 29, 2021 at 6:00 

p.m. at the Van Buren County Administration Facility & Justice Center. The following action was 

taken as recorded in Minute Book, “S”.

Call to Order

Chairman Joey Grissom called the Meeting to Order.

Roll Call

Member present: David Chandler, Joey Grissom, Terry Hickey, William Maxwell, Bill Mosley, 

Mickey Robinson, Henry Seamons, Brian Simmons, and Robert Van Winkle. Michael Woodlee 

was absent.

Also present: County Attorney Howard Upchurch, Mayor Greg Wilson, County Clerk Lisa Rigsby, 

and Jay Williams with Zoom.

Prayer will led by Mayor Greg Wilson. Everyone stood and Pledge Allegiances to the Flag.

Approval of May 18, 2021 Meeting Minutes

Mickey Robinson made a motion, second by Henry Seamons to approve the Minutes from the 

May 18, 2021 Meeting. All approved by voice vote. Motion passed.

Notary approval of Dakota Hoke

Bill Mosley made a motion, second by Henry Seamons to approve the Notary for Dakota Hoke. 

Upon roll call: David Chandler, Joey Grissom, Terry Hickey, William Maxwell, Bill Mosley, Mickey

Robinson, Henry Seamons, Brian Simmons, and Robert Van Winkle voted yes. Motion passed.

Resignation Letter by Ronnie Hitchcock from the Board of Education

The Board of Education member Ronnie Hitchcock sent in his Resignation letter because he now

live outside of the 1st District.  David Chandler made a motion, second by Brian Simmons to

accept the Letter of Resignation.

Upon roll call: David Chandler, Joey Grissom, Terry Hickey, William Maxwell, Bill Mosley, Mickey

Robinson, Henry Seamons, Brian Simmons, and Robert Van Winkle voted yes. Motion passed.

County Attorney Howard Upchurch explained to the Full Commission the Statue of replacing a

Board member was as following: The County would have to provide public notice at least seven

days prior to the date you intend to fill the vacancy. An ad will need to be run, nominees can be

submitted in writing by a registered voter, or in person on the evening of the meeting by a

registered voter, also nominees can be made by the County Legislative Body members without

written or that person asking to be nominated. That is the procedure you have to follow, the



County Attorney suggested and give at least two weeks’ notice. Chairman Joey Grissom would

like to try to fill this position by the next County Commission Meeting. Anyone that is interested

in this position would need to address a letter to Chairman Joey Grissom and it is to be turned

into the County Mayor’s Office. Letter of Resignation is as following:



Committee B Report

Committee B 

5-24-2021
Members Present – Joey Grissom, Bill Mosely, Brian Simmons, Terry Hickey. 

Absent – Michael Woodlee.

Speed limit for Old Post Office Road

Citizens of the road have requested that the speed limit be changed from 45 mph to 35 mph. A

signed petition from the Citizens from the area was submitted to Committee. Motion was made

by Bill second by Terry. All members voted yes to send to full Commission for approval.

 

When 4-H and the County Extension Agent move to their new office in early June there will be 5

office spaces available in the building, the Mayor has requested that we give him permission to

market these office spaces to rent. This could be an additional revenue stream for the county.

Motion was made by Terry second by Bill, all voted in favor.

Masonic Building

The Federal  Government has  stopped funding the Senior Companion Program and also we

didn’t get the grant for the Pre Daycare center. We discussed renting the two office spaces in

Masonic however they are going to reapply for the grant again in August. We decided to take

no action on the rent of the offices at this time. We will revisit this after August.

With no New or Old business a motion was made by Terry second by Bill to adjourn. All voted

yes.

Committee B

6-15-2021
Members present- Michael Woodlee, Bill Mosley, and Brian Simmons

Members absent – Joey Grissom and Terry Hickey

Also present - Henry Seamons, Will Maxwell, and Mayor Greg Wilson.

Advertisement and sale of old former maintenance Ambulance

Discussion  was  had  on  selling  the  old  ambulance  that  was  once  used  by  the  county

maintenance. After discussion it was decided to advertise it for bid with no reserve. Motion was

made by Bill second by Michael to bring to full commission. All voted yes.

Rental Price for offices at the Burritt building 

Discussion was had on the offices at the Burritt building, 5 offices are now available, but after

more discussion only four are really in good condition to rent. 3 of the offices are furnished a

price was set at $400.00 a month the other is only partly furnished price decided was $300.00 a

month for it. A motion was made by Michael second by Bill to send to full commission. All voted

in favor.

New Business

The County Highway Department has donated a truck to the County Solid Waste to pick up

trash. The truck is a 1990 GMC 1500. We need this truck transferred over to the county for use.

Motion made by Michael to allow the mayor to transfer to ownership to county Government.

Second by Bill. All voted yes.

With no old business motion was made by Michael and second by Bill to adjourn, all voted yes.



 _____________________________________________________________________________

Committee B Chairman Brian Simmons brought forward action that needs to be taken from

the Full Commission from the 5-24-2021 and 6-15-2021 Committee Meetings.

Speed limit for Old Post Office Road

Brian Simmons made a motion, second by Bill Mosley to approve the request that the speed

limit be changed on Old Post Office Road from 45 mph to 35 mph. A signed petition from the

Citizens from the area was submitted to Committee B.  All  approved by voice vote.  Motion

passed.

Burritt Building Offices

The 4-H and the County Extension Agent has moved to their new offices in early June. The

Mayor  requested that  we give him permission to market  these office spaces at  the Burritt

Building to rent. Brian Simmons put this in a form of motion, second by Terry Hickey. 

Upon roll call: David Chandler, Joey Grissom, Terry Hickey, William Maxwell, Bill Mosley, Mickey

Robinson, Henry Seamons, Brian Simmons, and Robert Van Winkle voted yes. Motion passed.

Advertisement and sale of old former maintenance Ambulance

Committee B discussed the selling of the old ambulance that was once used by the County

maintenance. Brian Simmons made a motion, second by Bill Mosley to advertise it for bid with

no reserve.  

Upon roll call: David Chandler, Joey Grissom, Terry Hickey, William Maxwell, Bill Mosley, Mickey

Robinson, Henry Seamons, Brian Simmons, and Robert Van Winkle voted yes. Motion passed. 

Rental price for Offices at the Burritt building

Discussion was had on the offices at the Burritt building, five offices are now available, but after

more discussion only four are really in good condition to rent. Brian Simmons made a motion,

second by Terry Hickey to rent the three offices that are furnished and price was set at $400.00

a month, the other is only partly furnished, price decided was $300.00 a month. All approved by

voice vote. Motion passed.

A Solid Waste Truck donated by the County Highway Department

The County Highway Department donated a truck to the County Solid Waste to be used to pick

up trash. The truck is a 1990 GMC 1500. Brian Simmons made a motion, second by William

Maxwell to allow the Mayor to transfer the ownership to the County Government. All approved

by voice vote. Motion passed.

 ____________________________________________________________________________

Committee A Report

Committee A

May 27, 2021
Roll Call:

Members present: Henry Seamons, Mickey Robinson, Robert Van Winkle and Will Maxwell. 

Also, Mayor Greg Wilson, Finance Director Jessica Grissom, Director of Schools Cheryl Cole.

 

Cares Act Grant 

A date will be set to talk about how this money will be spent.



School Board Amendments 

Director of Schools presented the attached Resolution for consideration of the Commission. 

Motion was made by Mr. Seamons to send to full commission for approval seconded by Mr. 

Robinson. All voted Yes. 

Budget discussion

Several items were discussed for the upcoming 2021-2022 budget a later meeting will be set to 

review further 

Budget Amendment

Motion by Mr. Seamons to approve Budget Amendment Resolutions as presented. Seconded by

Mr. Van Winkle, all Voted Yes. 

 

Savick Inc Purchasing agreement 

This was a Purchasing Agreement that was used for CDBG grant and must be approved per 

audit. Motion to approve made by Mr. Seamons seconded by Mr. Robinson. All Voted Yes

 

EMS On call Policy  

No action 

Solid waste fee collection agreement 

Approval of the agreement for the collection of the Solid Waste fees by the Utility Companies. 

Motion by Mr. Robinson to approve seconded by Mr. Seamons, all voted Yes. 

Solid waste fee appeal   

No action under review.

Adjourn

Motion was made by Mr. Robinson to Adjourn and seconded by Mr. Seamons. 

  _____________________________________________________________________________

Committee A

June 15, 2021
Roll Call: 

Members present: Henry Seamons, Mickey Robinson, Robert Van Winkle and Will Maxwell. 

Also, Mayor Greg Wilson, Finance Director Jessica Grissom, Director of Schools Cheryl Cole and 

Chief Deputy Jarred Campbell.

 

Cares Act Grant 

It was recommended by CTAS that no action be made until the final rule is published. 

Budget Amendment

Motion by Mr. Robinson to approve Budget Amendment Resolutions as presented. Seconded 

by Mr. Seamons, all voted Yes.

  

Solid Waste Truck Lease Resolution 

Leasing agent requested a change in the contract which must be reapproved. Motion by Mr. 

Robinson seconded by Mr. Seamons, all voted yes.



 

2021/22 Budget 

Motion was made by Mr. Seamons to approve the budget with a tax rate of 2.40, Seconded by 

Mr. Van Winkle. All Voted Yes. 

Adjourn

Motion was made by Mr. Seamons to Adjourn and seconded by Mr. Van Winkle. 

 

______________________________________________________________________________

Committee A Chairman William Maxwell brought forward action that needs to be taken by 

the Full Commission from the 05-27-2021 & 6-15-2021 Committee Meetings.

School Board Budget Amendments

Director of School Cheryl Cole was present for approval of Budget Amendments. William 

Maxwell made a motion, second by Henry Seamons to approve the Amendments as presented. 

Upon roll call: David Chandler, Joey Grissom, Terry Hickey, William Maxwell, Bill Mosley, Mickey

Robinson, Henry Seamons, Brian Simmons, and Robert Van Winkle voted yes. Motion passed.

Budget Amendment Resolution as following:



Budget Amendments Fund 101,116,118, and 151

There were several Budget Amendment Resolutions brought forward from the County for 

approval. William Maxwell made a motion, second by Robert Van Winkle to approve Budget 

Amendment Resolutions; General Fund $12,155.00, Solid Waste $9,920.00, Ambulance 

$19,900.00, and Debt Service $5,000.00.

Upon roll call: David Chandler, Joey Grissom, Terry Hickey, William Maxwell, Mickey Robinson,

Henry Seamons, Brian Simmons, and Robert Van Winkle voted yes. Bill Mosley abstained. 8-Yes

vote, 1-abstained. Motion passed. Budget Amendment Resolutions as following: 









Savick Inc. 



Savick Inc. Purchasing Agreement

This was a purchasing Agreement that was used for CDBG Grant and must be approved per 

Audit. William Maxwell made a motion, second by David Chandler to approve this Agreement. 

Upon roll call: David Chandler, Joey Grissom, Terry Hickey, William Maxwell, Bill Mosley, Mickey

Robinson, Henry Seamons, Brian Simmons, and Robert Van Winkle voted yes. Motion passed. 

Solid Waste fee collection Agreement

The County needs an approval of the agreement for the collection of the Solid Waste fees by 

the Utility Companies. This is an agreement with Caney Fork and Fall Creek Falls Utility District 

in collecting the money for Solid Waste fees. William Maxwell made a motion, second by Henry 

Seamons to approve these agreements. 

Upon roll call: David Chandler, Joey Grissom, Terry Hickey, William Maxwell, Mickey Robinson,

Henry Seamons, Brian Simmons, and Robert Van Winkle voted yes. Bill Mosley voted No. 8-Yes

votes, 1-No vote. Motion passed. Agreements as following:





Budget Amendment Resolutions

There were several budget amendments for the County that needed approval. William Maxwell

made a motion, second by Mickey Robinson to approve the following amendment Resolutions, 

General Fund $64,863.29, Solid Waste $40.00, and Ambulance Service $500.00. 

Upon roll call: David Chandler, Joey Grissom, Terry Hickey, William Maxwell, Bill Mosley, Mickey

Robinson, Henry Seamons, Brian Simmons, and Robert Van Winkle voted yes. Motion passed. 







Solid Waste Truck Lease Resolution

The Leasing agent requested a change in the contract which must be reapproved. William 

Maxwell made a motion, second by Henry Seamons to approve. 

Upon roll call: David Chandler, Joey Grissom, Terry Hickey, William Maxwell, Bill Mosley, Mickey

Robinson, Henry Seamons, Brian Simmons, and Robert Van Winkle voted yes. No changes to 

any yes vote. Motion passed. Solid Waste Lease Resolution as following:









Approval of Fiscal Year Budget 21/22 Fund by Fund 

Committee A Chairman William Maxwell explained that the Commission would need to vote on 

the Tax Rate separately and then vote the Budget independently. William Maxwell made a 

motion, second by Robert Van Winkle to approve the budget with a Tax Rate of 2.40.

Upon roll call: David Chandler, Joey Grissom, Terry Hickey, William Maxwell, Bill Mosley, Mickey

Robinson, Henry Seamons, Brian Simmons, and Robert Van Winkle voted yes. No changes to 

any yes vote. Motion passed. 

101 General Fund

William Maxwell made a motion, second by Henry Seamons to approve 101 General Fund. 

Upon roll call: David Chandler, Joey Grissom, Terry Hickey, William Maxwell, Bill Mosley, Mickey

Robinson, Henry Seamons, Brian Simmons, and Robert Van Winkle voted yes. No changes to 

any yes vote. Motion passed. 

112 Courthouse and Jail Maint.

William Maxwell made a motion, second by Henry Seamons to approve 112 Courthouse and Jail

Maintenance. Upon roll call: David Chandler, Joey Grissom, Terry Hickey, William Maxwell, Bill 

Mosley, Mickey Robinson, Henry Seamons, Brian Simmons, and Robert Van Winkle voted yes. 

No changes to any yes vote. Motion passed. 

116 Sanitation

William Maxwell made a motion, second by Robert Van Winkle to approve 116 Sanitation. 

Upon roll call: David Chandler, Joey Grissom, Terry Hickey, William Maxwell, Bill Mosley, Mickey

Robinson, Henry Seamons, Brian Simmons, and Robert Van Winkle voted yes. No changes to 

any yes vote. Motion passed. 

118 Ambulance

William Maxwell made a motion, second by David Chandler to approve 118 Ambulance. Upon 

roll call: David Chandler, Joey Grissom, Terry Hickey, William Maxwell, Bill Mosley, Mickey 

Robinson, Henry Seamons, Brian Simmons, and Robert Van Winkle voted yes. No changes to 

any yes vote. Motion passed. 

120 Local Purpose Tax

Henry Seamons made a motion, second by Mickey Robinson to approve 120 Local Purpose Tax. 

Upon roll call: David Chandler, Joey Grissom, Terry Hickey, William Maxwell, Bill Mosley, Mickey

Robinson, Henry Seamons, Brian Simmons, and Robert Van Winkle voted yes. No changes to 

any yes vote. Motion passed.

122 Drug Control

William Maxwell made a motion, second by Robert Van Winkle to approve 122 Drug Control. 

Upon roll call: David Chandler, Joey Grissom, Terry Hickey, William Maxwell, Bill Mosley, Mickey

Robinson, Henry Seamons, Brian Simmons, and Robert Van Winkle voted yes. No changes to 

any yes vote. Motion passed. 

131 Highway/Road Department

David Chandler made a motion, second by Mickey Robinson to approve 131 Highway/Road 

Department. Upon roll call: David Chandler, Joey Grissom, Terry Hickey, William Maxwell, Bill 

Mosley, Mickey Robinson, Henry Seamons, Brian Simmons, and Robert Van Winkle voted yes. 

No changes to any yes vote. Motion passed. 



141 General Purpose School

Brian Simmons made a motion, second by David Chandler to approve 141 General Purpose 

School. Upon roll call: David Chandler, Joey Grissom, Terry Hickey, William Maxwell, Bill Mosley,

Mickey Robinson, Henry Seamons, Brian Simmons, and Robert Van Winkle voted yes. No 

changes to any yes vote. Motion passed. 

143 School Cafeteria Fund

William Maxwell made a motion, second by Mickey Robinson to approve 143 School Cafeteria 

Fund. Upon roll call: David Chandler, Joey Grissom, Terry Hickey, William Maxwell, Bill Mosley, 

Mickey Robinson, Henry Seamons, Brian Simmons, and Robert Van Winkle voted yes. No 

changes to any yes vote. Motion passed. 

 

151 Debt Service

William Maxwell made a motion, second by David Chandler to approve 151 Debt Service. Upon 

roll call: David Chandler, Joey Grissom, Terry Hickey, William Maxwell, Bill Mosley, Mickey 

Robinson, Henry Seamons, Brian Simmons, and Robert Van Winkle voted yes. No changes to 

any yes vote. Motion passed. 

171 General Capital Projects

William Maxwell made a motion, second by Robert Van Winkle to approve 11 General Capital 

Projects. Upon roll call: David Chandler, Joey Grissom, Terry Hickey, William Maxwell, Bill 

Mosley, Mickey Robinson, Henry Seamons, Brian Simmons, and Robert Van Winkle voted yes. 

No changes to any yes vote. Motion passed. 

Resolution adopting the County Budget

William Maxwell made a motion, second by Mickey Robinson to approve the Budget Resolution

as presented. 

Upon roll call: David Chandler, Joey Grissom, Terry Hickey, William Maxwell, Bill Mosley, Mickey

Robinson, Henry Seamons, Brian Simmons, and Robert Van Winkle voted yes. No changes to 

any yes vote. Motion passed. County Budget 2021/2022 as following:



























































































































 _____________________________________________________________________________

The end of the 2021/2022 Fiscal Year Budget for Van Buren County



Old Business

None

New Business

General Purpose School Budget Amendments Fund 141

Director of Schools Cheryl Cole was present presenting Budget Amendments needing approval 

from the Full Commission. William Maxwell made a motion, second by Brian Simmons to 

approve these Resolutions.

Upon roll call: David Chandler, Joey Grissom, Terry Hickey, William Maxwell, Bill Mosley, Mickey

Robinson, Henry Seamons, Brian Simmons, and Robert Van Winkle voted yes. No changes to 

any yes vote. Motion passed. Budget Amendments Resolution as following:





Amend the 20/21 School Systems Budget

In September 2020, Director of Schools presented an Amended School and Cafeteria Budget to 

the Full Commission for approval. When the new Budget was added to the September Meeting 

Minutes the old Budget was added by mistake. Director of Schools Cheryl Cole was present at 

this meeting asking for approval of an Amendment of the 20/21 Budget for the Van Buren 

County School System so it will be reflexed in the Minute Book. Brian Simmons made a motion, 

second by David Chandler to approve the Van Buren County School Systems 20/21 Amended 

Budget so it can be reflexed in the 20/21 Minutes. 

Upon roll call: David Chandler, Joey Grissom, Terry Hickey, Bill Mosley, Mickey Robinson, Henry 

Seamons, Brian Simmons, and Robert Van Winkle voted yes. William Maxwell stepped out of 

the Meeting. 8-Yes votes, Motion passed. 20/21 School System Budget as following:





















































Adjournment

Mickey Robinson made a motion, second by William Maxwell to adjourn. All agreed by voice 

vote. Meeting adjourned at 7:18 p.m. 

 __________________________________ ___________________________________

Chairman Joey Grissom County Clerk Lisa Rigsby


