
MINUTES OF THE VAN BUREN COUNTY COMMISSION

VAN BUREN COUNTY, TENNESSEE

The Van Buren County Commission met in a Regular Meeting on Tuesday September 21, 2021

at 6:00 p.m. at the Van Buren County Administrative Facility & Justice Center. The following

action was taken as recorded in Minute Book, “S”.

Call to Order

Sheriff Eddie Carter called the Meeting to Order.

Roll Call

Members present: David Chandler, Joey Grissom, Terry Hickey, Bill Mosley, Mickey Robinson,

Henry Seamons, Brian Simmons, Robert Van Winkle and Michael Woodlee. William Maxwell

was absent.

Also present: County Attorney Howard Upchurch, Mayor Greg Wilson, County Clerk Lisa Rigsby

and Jay Williams with Zoom.

Mayor Greg Wilson led us in prayer. The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Mickey Robinson.

 

Approval of August 17, 2021 Meeting minutes

Mickey Robinson made a motion, second by Henry Seamons to approve the Minutes from the

August 17, 2021 Meeting. All agreed by voice vote. Motion passed.

Committee A Report

Committee A

September 15, 2021
Roll Call: 

Members present: Henry Seamons, David Chandler, Mickey Robinson, Robert Van Winkle and

Will Maxwell. Also, Mayor Greg Wilson, Finance Director Jessica Grissom, EMS Director Tiwanna

Bricker, School System Representative Jamie Simmons. 

 School System Budget Amendment  

Motion  was  made by  Mr.  Robinson  to  approve  the  presented  amendments  to  the  school

budget. Seconded by Mr. Chandler All Voted Yes. 

Covid Grant Funds 

Motion by Mr. Chandler to approve expediter for mitigation supplies, Restructure drainage at

fair building, Leak repair at landfill,  Premium pay for employees, HVAC upgrade for the fair

building, Library and Burritt College Building. Seconded by Mr. Seamons All Voted Yes  

Fair Electric bill 

Fair board submitted a requested for the County to pay the temporary power for the time that

the fair was taking place. No action 

New Business 

Motion was made by Mr. Robinson to approve the purchase of the Zoll equipment for EMS for

$107,181.20 seconded by Mr. Chandler. All Voted Yes 



Motion was made by Mr. Chandler to pay $18,632.00 for a 3 year warranty on the Zoll Devices

Seconded  by  Mr.  Robinson  from  line  item  101-54900-399  Other  public  safety  contracted

services. 

Adjourn

Motion was made by Mr. Chandler to Adjourn and seconded by Mr. Robinson.  

 _____________________________________________________________________________

Committee A Meeting

1.  Grant to Community Center $60,000.00

2.  Grant to Fire Departments $100,000.00

3.  Mitigation supplies and efforts $50,000.00

4.  Restructure Drainage at Fair Building $22,000.00

5.  Leak repair and upgrade to Wells at the Landfill $82,000.00

6. Bonus for Employees $200,000.00

7. HVAC upgrade for Fair, Library, Burritt College Buildings $56,435.00























































































































Committee A Vice-Chairman Henry Seamons brought forward action that needs to be taken 

by the Full Commission from the September 15, 2021 budget Committee.

School System Budget Amendments

























Henry Seamons made a motion, second by David Chandler to approve the Amendments to the

School Systems budget. 

Upon roll call: David Chandler, Joey Grissom, Terry Hickey, Bill Mosley, Mickey Robinson, Henry

Seamons, Brian Simmons, Robert Van Winkle and Michael Woodlee voted yes. No changes to

any yes vote. Motion passed.

Covid Grant Funds

Van Buren County received Coronavirus Recovery Funds during the year of 2021. These are

restricted  Funds  used  to  reimburse  recipients  for  costs  incurred  by  State  and  Local

Governments in responding to the public Health emergency and its negative economic impact.

Committee A (budget Committee) has been meeting discussing what and how this money can

be used with the restrictions that are involved. Listed below are ways that Van Buren County

can use this money:

1. Grants to Community Centers (pending further clarification)            $60,000.00         

2. Grant to Fire Departments (pending further clarification)                  100,000.00

3. Mitigation supplies and efforts (large groups congregate, churches) 50,000.00

4. Restructure drainage at the Fair building.     22,000.00

5. Leak repair and upgrade to Wells at the landfill     82,000.00

6. Bonus for Employees (Not Elected Officials)                200,000.00

7. HVAC upgrade for Fair, Library and Burritt College Buildings     56,435.00

Each one listed will be voted on separate, the Grant to Community Centers and Grant to the

Fire  Departments  is  pending  further  clarification  Mayor  Wilson  may know something  by

Thursday of this week.

Mitigation Supplies and efforts ($50,000.00)

Henry Seamons made a motion, second by Mickey Robinson to approve mitigation supplies and

effort in the amount of $50,000.00.

Upon roll call: David Chandler, Joey Grissom, Terry Hickey, Bill Mosley, Mickey Robinson, Henry

Seamons, Brian Simmons, Robert Van Winkle and Michael Woodlee voted yes. No changes to

any yes vote. Motion passed.

Restructure Drainage at the Fair Building, Ag Learning Center ($22,000.00)

Henry  Seamons  made a  motion,  second  by  Robert  Van  Winkle  to  approve  $22,000.00  for

Restructure Drainage at the Fair Building.

Upon roll call: David Chandler, Joey Grissom, Terry Hickey, Bill Mosley, Mickey Robinson, Henry

Seamons, Brian Simmons, Robert Van Winkle and Michael Woodlee voted yes. No changes to

any yes vote. Motion passed.

Leak repair and upgrade to Wells at the Landfill ($82,000.00)

Henry Seamons made a motion, second by David Chandler to approve leak repair and upgrade

to wells at the Landfill in the amount of $82,000.00.

Upon roll call: David Chandler, Joey Grissom, Terry Hickey, Bill Mosley, Mickey Robinson, Henry

Seamons, Brian Simmons, Robert Van Winkle and Michael Woodlee voted yes. No changes to

any yes vote. Motion passed.



Bonus for employees (200,000.00) 

Mayor Wilson explained that this Bonus is for employees of the County that worked during

COVID-19.  (The  County  employees  have  not  received  a  raise  since  2019)  Elected  Officials,

Election Commissioner or the Clerk and Master of the County will not receive this Bonus. 

Henry  Seamons  made  a  motion,  second  by  Mickey  Robinson  to  approve  the  bonus  for

employees in the amount of $200,000.00.

Upon roll call: David Chandler, Joey Grissom, Terry Hickey, Mickey Robinson, Henry Seamons,

Brian Simmons, Robert Van Winkle and Michael Woodlee voted yes. Commissioner Bill Mosley

voted no, 8-yes votes, 1- no vote. Motion passed.

HVAC upgrade for Fair Library and Burritt College Buildings ($56,435)

Henry Seamons made a motion, second by Mickey Robinson to approve the HVAC upgrade for

the Fair, Library and Burritt College Building in the amount of $56,435. 

Upon roll call: David Chandler, Joey Grissom, Terry Hickey, Bill Mosley, Mickey Robinson, Henry

Seamons, Brian Simmons, Robert Van Winkle and Michael Woodlee voted yes. No changes to

any yes vote. Motion passed.

 

______________________________________________________________________________

The purchase of the Zoll equipment for EMS

Henry Seamons made a motion, second by David Chandler to approve the purchase of the Zoll

equipment for EMS for $107,181.20. (This equipment is paid for with a Grant) The purchase of

the Zoll equipment for EMS is on page 44 in the Committee Minutes for the record.

Upon roll call: David Chandler, Joey Grissom, Terry Hickey, Bill Mosley, Mickey Robinson, Henry

Seamons, Brian Simmons, Robert Van Winkle and Michael Woodlee voted yes. No changes to

any yes vote. Motion passed.

Zoll Devices 3 year warranty

Henry Seamons made a motion, second by Michael Woodlee to approve to pay $18,632.00 for

a 3 year warranty on the Zoll devices taking the money from line item 101-54900-399 other

public safety contracts.

Upon roll call: David Chandler, Joey Grissom, Terry Hickey, Bill Mosley, Mickey Robinson, Henry

Seamons, Brian Simmons, Robert Van Winkle and Michael Woodlee voted yes. No changes to

any yes vote. Motion passed.

Appointment  of  Bill  Mosley  &  Sherry  Wilson  effective  October  1  st   for  the  Planning  

Commission

David Chandler made a motion, second by Brian Simmons to approve Bill Mosley and Sherry

Wilson to the Planning Commission. All agreed by voice vote. Motion passed.



Re-appointment of Diane Hodges and Mike Solomon to Planning Commission

Bill Mosley made a motion, second by Brian Simmons to re-appoint Diane Hodges and Mike

Solomon to the Planning Commission. All approved by voice vote. Motion passed.

Old Business

None

New Business

Cheryl Cole Director of School had sent a letter to Committee A Meeting requesting the schools

portion of Direct Appropriation Grant that was given to Van Buren County to supplement the

loss of revenue from Fall Creek Falls Inn. The amount sent was $200,000.00 for the fiscal year

2021-2022  the  Schools  portion is  42% which  is  $84,000.00.  This  money is  not  part  of  the

Maintenance  of  Effort.  Mickey  Robinson  made  a  motion,  second  by  Michael  Woodlee  to

approve the $84,000.00 for the School System and for it to be transferred out of line item 101-

51100-590.

Upon roll call: David Chandler, Joey Grissom, Terry Hickey, Bill Mosley, Mickey Robinson, Henry

Seamons, Brian Simmons, Robert Van Winkle and Michael Woodlee voted yes. No changes to

any yes vote. Motion passed. (Amount left to go to the School System is $100,000.00 that will

come from the Sale of the BDS property.) Letters as following for the record:









Fair Electric bill

Fair Board Member Lesa Bouldin had sent a request to Committee A for consideration for the

County to pay the temporary power for the time that the fair had taken place in the amount of

$1,507.00. David Chandler made a motion, second by Mickey Robinson to pay the electric bill

for the fair in the amount of $1507.00 to be taken out of line item 101-51800-415.

Upon roll call: David Chandler, Joey Grissom, Terry Hickey, Bill Mosley, Mickey Robinson, Henry

Seamons, Brian Simmons, Robert Van Winkle and Michael Woodlee voted yes. No changes to

any yes vote. Motion passed.

Mayor Wilson went over the trial balance with the Full Commission to let them know where

we the County stands financially at this time.

Road  Superintendent  Randy  Oakes  sent  acknowledgement  for  the  County  to  know  the

Highways purchasing, state aid paving, micro-surfacing, and pavement of various roads in the

County for the record:









Adjournment

David Chandler made a motion, second by Mickey Robinson to adjourn. All agreed by voice 

vote. Motion passed. Meeting adjourned at 6:41 p.m.

 _______________________________________

Chairman Joey Grissom

 ________________________________________

County Clerk Lisa Rigsby


