
MINUTES OF THE VAN BUREN COUNTY COMMISSION

VAN BUREN COUNTY, TENNESSEE

The Van Buren County Commission met in a Regular Meeting on Tuesday March 15, 2022 at

6:00 p.m. at the Van Buren County Administration Facility & Justice Center. The following action

was taken as recorded in Minute Book, “S”. 

Call to Order

Jarrod Campbell called the Meeting to Order.

Roll Call

Members present: David Chandler, Joey Grissom, Terry Hickey, William Maxwell, Bill Mosley,

Mickey Robinson, Henry Seamons, Brian Simmons, Robert Van Winkle, and Cale Crain.

Also present: County Attorney Howard Upchurch, County Mayor Greg Wilson, County Clerk Lisa

Rigsby, Jay Williams with Zoom, and several Citizens from Van Buren County.

Mayor Greg Wilson led us in prayer and Chris Binkley led us in the Pledge of Allegiance.

Approval of February 15, 2022 Meeting Minutes

Mickey Robinson made a motion, second by Robert Van Winkle to approve the minutes from

the February 15, 2022 meeting. All approved by voice vote. Motion passed.

Committee A Report

Committee A

February 22, 2022
Roll Call: 

Members present: Henry Seamons, Mickey Robinson, Robert Van Winkle, David Chandler and

Will Maxwell. Also, Mayor Greg Wilson, Jessica Grissom 

Health Dept. Budget Request 

Heath  dept.  Talked  of  a  grant  that  they  would  like  to  apply  for  would  be  for  a  total  of

$450,000.00 with a match of 112,500 from the county over a 5-year period. 

Broadband Community Designation 

Bledsoe telephone spoke with the committee and ask us to designate  the community as  a

broadband ready community. This is to assist them in receiving a grant for broadband in their

coverage area. Motion was made by Mr. Robinson to approve. Seconded by Mr. Seamons All

Committee members voted yes with exception of Mr. Van Winkle who voted No. 

Commitment of ARP funds to fiber ready areas to help secure broadband funding   

Motion was made by Mr. Seamons to commit $20,000 of ARP funds for the broadband in the

area  served  by  BTC.  Seconded  by  Mr.  Chandler  All  Committee  members  voted  yes  with

exception of Mr. Van Winkle who voted No.



County Offices 2022/23 Budgets  

Committee was presented with initial budget request from the following departments. 

Resister of Deeds office  Courthouse Jailhouse Maintenance

Assessor of Property General Fund

County Clerk Ag. Extension

Clerk & Master Soil Conservation

Circuit Court Clerk Library

Trustee Jail & Sherriff’s Department

Election Commission Imagination Library

County Mayor Litter Grant

Solid Waste Highway Department

EMS

 

Finance director will input numbers into budget system and committee will review at the next

budget meeting. 

ARP Funds for Community centers  

Motion  by  Mr.  Chandler  to  approve  ARP  funds  for  6  existing  and  operational  community

centers in the amount of $7,500 each. Seconded by Mr. Robinson All Voted Yes. 

ARP Funds for Fire Departments  

Motion  by  Mr.  Seamons  to  approve  ARP  Funds  for  5  Fire  Departments  at  $10,000  each

Seconded by Mr. Van Winkle All Voted Yes.

 

ARP Funds to Purchase a Mower for County Buildings

Motion by Mr. Robinson to approve the purchase of a mower to be used for county buildings

for $9,000 seconded By Mr. Chandler All Voted Yes. 

ARP Funds for Pole Barn and Overhang at Ag. Learning Center   

Motion  By  Mr.  Chandler  to  approve  the  amount  of  $64,000  to  be  used  to  construct  and

overhang  on  the  back  of  the  building  at  the  ag  learning  center  and  a  pole  barn  to  park

equipment under. Seconded by Mr. Robinson All Voted Yes. 

ARP Funds to Purchase a New Ambulance  

Motion by Mr. Chandler  to use ARP funds to Purchase and equip a new ambulance in the

amount of $250,000 Seconded by Mr. Robinson All Voted Yes. 

ARP Funds to Purchase IT Equipment in Mayors Office 

Motion by Mr. Seamons to approve the purchase of new equipment in the Mayor’s office in the

amount of $13,000 Seconded by Mr. Chandler. All Voted Yes. 

ARP Funds to Purchase Solid Waste Truck 

Motion by Mr.  Van Winkle to Purchase the solid waste  truck that  we lease as  part  of  the

lease/purchase  agreement  with  ARP  Funds  in  the  amount  of  $127,000  Seconded  by  Mr.

Chandler.  All Voted Yes.  



ARP Funds to purchase signs 

Motion was made by Mr. Chandler to purchase 2 LED signs to be placed at the ag learning

center and the County Admin Building with ARP funds in the amount of $36,000 Seconded By

Mr. Seamons All Voted Yes. 

Sewer problem fix in the Admin. Building 

Motion was made by Mr. Robinson to approve $5000.00 be moved to line 101-518000-335

from Fund Balance 39000 to cover the repair of the sewer line problem that is reoccurring in

the Justice Center and County Admin Building.  

Solid Waste Fee Exemption 

Several fee exemptions were presented to the committee for consideration.  

Peggy Rigsby 6620 Baker Mtn Rd. 

Mark Noblin 788 Sparta St. 

Wendell Wheeler 4 Feed Store Rd. 

Motion was made by Mr. Robinson to approve the exemption seconded by Mr. Seamons. All

voted yes.  

Adjourn

Motion was made by Mr. Robinson to Adjourn and seconded by Mr. Seamons.  

 

 _____________________________________________________________________________









Committee A Chairman William Maxwell brought forward action that needs to be taken by 

the Full Commission from the February 22, 2022 Meeting.

Broadband Community Designation

Bledsoe Telephone Cooperative asked Committee A to consider to designate our Community as

a  broadband  ready  Community  to  assist  them in  receiving  a  grant  for  broadband  in  their

coverage area. William Maxwell made a motion, second by Mickey Robinson to approve that

we are a Broadband Ready Community. All agreed by voice vote. Motion passed. 

Commitment of ARP funds to fiber ready areas to help secure broadband funding

Bledsoe  Telephone  Cooperative  asked  Committee  A  for  some  commitment  of  the  ARP

(American Rescue Plan) Funds for the broadband in the area that are served by BTC. William

Maxwell made a motion, second by Terry Hickey to approve the $20,000.00 of ARP funds for

the broadband in the BTC serve areas.

Upon roll Call: David Chandler, Joey Grissom, Terry Hickey, William Maxwell, Bill Mosley, Mickey

Robinson, Henry Seamons, Brian Simmons, and Cale Crain voted yes. Robert Van Winkle voted

no. 9-Yes votes, 1-No vote, Motion passed.

ARP Funds for Community Centers

With the ARP (America Rescue Plan) money granted there has to be a plan submitted for the

funds to be released. This plan will be exactly what the money is going to be used for. William

Maxwell made a motion, second by Cale Crain to approve ARP funds for the 6 existing and

operational Community Centers in the amount of $7,500.00 each.  

Upon roll call: David Chandler, Joey Grissom, Terry Hickey, William Maxwell, Bill Mosley, Mickey

Robinson, Henry Seamons, Brian Simmons, Robert Van Winkle, and Cale Crain voted yes. No

changes to any yes vote. Motion passed.

ARP Funds for Fire Departments

William Maxwell made a motion, second by Robert Van Winkle to approve ARP funds for 5 Fire

Department at $10,000.00 each. 

Upon roll call: David Chandler, Joey Grissom, Terry Hickey, William Maxwell, Bill Mosley, Mickey

Robinson, Henry Seamons, Brian Simmons, Robert Van Winkle, and Cale Crain voted yes. No

changes to any yes vote. Motion passed.

ARP Funds to purchase a mower for County Buildings

William Maxwell made a motion, second by Robert Van Winkle to approve the purchase of a

mower to be used for County Buildings in the amount $9,000.00.

Upon roll call: David Chandler, Joey Grissom, Terry Hickey, William Maxwell, Bill Mosley, Mickey

Robinson, Henry Seamons, Brian Simmons, Robert Van Winkle, and Cale Crain voted yes. No

changes to any yes vote. Motion passed.

ARP Funds for Pole Barn and Overhang at Ag. Learning Center

William  Maxwell  made  a  motion,  second  by  David  Chandler  to  approve  the  amount  of

$64,000.00 to be used to construct an overhang on the back of the building at the Ag Learning

Center and the construction of a Pole barn. 



Upon roll call: David Chandler, Joey Grissom, Terry Hickey, William Maxwell, Bill Mosley, Mickey

Robinson, Henry Seamons, Brian Simmons, Robert Van Winkle, and Cale Crain voted yes. No

changes to any yes vote. Motion passed.

ARP Funds to purchase a New Ambulance

William Maxwell made a motion, second by Mickey Robinson to approve ARP funds to purchase

a new ambulance and associated equipment in the amount of $250.000.00.

Upon roll call: David Chandler, Joey Grissom, Terry Hickey, William Maxwell, Bill Mosley, Mickey

Robinson, Henry Seamons, Brian Simmons, Robert Van Winkle, and Cale Crain voted yes. No

changes to any yes vote. Motion passed.

ARP Funds to purchase IT Equipment in the Mayor’s Office

William Maxwell made a motion, second by Robert Van Winkle to approve the purchase of new

IT equipment in the Mayor’s Office in the amount of $13,000.00. 

Upon roll call: David Chandler, Joey Grissom, Terry Hickey, William Maxwell, Bill Mosley, Mickey

Robinson, Henry Seamons, Brian Simmons, Robert Van Winkle, and Cale Crain voted yes. No

changes to any yes vote. Motion passed.

ARP Funds to Purchase Solid Waste Truck

William Maxwell made motion, second by Robert Van Winkle to purchase the Solid Waste truck

that  we  lease  as  part  of  the  lease/purchase  agreement  with  ARP  funds  in  the  amount  of

$127,000.00.

Upon roll call: David Chandler, Joey Grissom, Terry Hickey, William Maxwell, Bill Mosley, Mickey

Robinson, Henry Seamons, Brian Simmons, Robert Van Winkle, and Cale Crain voted yes. No

changes to any yes vote. Motion passed.

ARP Funds to Purchase Signs

Committee A has received some wrong information on the purchase of  these signs  so Mr.

Maxwell would like to send this back to Committee A for discussion. No action taken.

Sewer Problem fix in the Administrative Building (Budget Amendment)

There is a sewer problem in the new Administrative Building that needs repair. This has been a

reoccurring repair for the County. William Maxwell made a motion, second by Terry Hickey to

approve $5,000.00 to be moved to line 101-51800-335 from Fund Balance 39000 to cover this

repair. 

Upon roll call: David Chandler, Joey Grissom, Terry Hickey, William Maxwell, Bill Mosley, Mickey

Robinson, Henry Seamons, Brian Simmons, Robert Van Winkle, and Cale Crain voted yes. No

changes to any yes vote. Motion passed. Proposal from Lee Company as following:









Budget Line items for Capital Projects (ARP Funds)



ARP MONEY, CAPITAL PROJECTS LINE ITEMS (TO BE CREATED) 

Grants to Community Centers $7,500.00 (6 Centers)

William Maxwell made a motion, second by David Chandler to create line item 171-58835-335 

Capital Projects ARP Grant, maint/repair bldgs. In the amount of $45,000.00. 

Upon roll call: David Chandler, Joey Grissom, Terry Hickey, William Maxwell, Bill Mosley, Mickey

Robinson, Henry Seamons, Brian Simmons, Robert Van Winkle, and Cale Crain voted yes. No

changes to any yes vote. Motion passed.

Grants to the Fire Departments $10,000.00 each (5 Fire Departments)

William Maxwell made a motion, second by Robert Van Winkle to create line item 171-58836-

316 capital Projects ARP Grant, contributions in the amount of $50,000.00. 

Upon roll call: David Chandler, Joey Grissom, Terry Hickey, William Maxwell, Bill Mosley, Mickey

Robinson, Henry Seamons, Brian Simmons, Robert Van Winkle, and Cale Crain voted yes. No

changes to any yes vote. Motion passed.

Mower $9,000.00 for County Buildings

William Maxwell made a motion, second by Mickey Robinson to create line item 171-58856-336

Capital Projects ARP Grant, Maint/repair Equipment in the amount of $9,000.00.

Upon roll call: David Chandler, Joey Grissom, Terry Hickey, William Maxwell, Bill Mosley, Mickey

Robinson, Henry Seamons, Brian Simmons, Robert Van Winkle, and Cale Crain voted yes. No

changes to any yes vote. Motion passed.

Over hang at Ag. Learning Center & Pole Barn at Fair grounds $64,000.00

William Maxwell  made a motion,  second by Bill  Mosley to create  line item 171-58835-335

Capital Projects ARP Grant, Maint/repair bldgs. In the amount of $$64,000.00.

Upon roll call: David Chandler, Joey Grissom, Terry Hickey, William Maxwell, Bill Mosley, Mickey

Robinson, Henry Seamons, Brian Simmons, Robert Van Winkle, and Cale Crain voted yes. No

changes to any yes vote. Motion passed.

New Ambulance $250.000.00

William Maxwell made a motion, second by Robert Van Winkle to create line item 171-58837-

718 Capital Projects ARP Grant, Data Processing Equipment in the amount of $250,000.00.

Upon roll call: David Chandler, Joey Grissom, Terry Hickey, William Maxwell, Bill Mosley, Mickey

Robinson, Henry Seamons, Brian Simmons, Robert Van Winkle, and Cale Crain voted yes. No

changes to any yes vote. Motion passed.

New Computers, server, and Printers in the Mayor’s office $13,263.75

William Maxwell  made a motion,  second by Bill  Mosley to create  line item 171-58838-709

Capital Projects ARP Grant, Data Processing Equipment in the amount of $13,263.75.

Upon roll call: David Chandler, Joey Grissom, Terry Hickey, William Maxwell, Bill Mosley, Mickey

Robinson, Henry Seamons, Brian Simmons, Robert Van Winkle, and Cale Crain voted yes. No

changes to any yes vote. Motion passed.



Solid Waste Truck $127,000.00

William Maxwell made a motion, second by Bill Mosley to increase line item 171-58837-718

Capital Projects ARP Grant, Communication Equipment in the amount of $127,000.00.

Upon roll call: David Chandler, Joey Grissom, Terry Hickey, William Maxwell, Bill Mosley, Mickey

Robinson, Henry Seamons, Brian Simmons, Robert Van Winkle, and Cale Crain voted yes. No

changes to any yes vote. Motion passed.

Approval of Bid for Plumbing for Administrative Building

This action was taken care of at tonight’s meeting under Committee’s A action.

Bid Approval for Jail/Sherriff’s Department Finger printing machine and copier

Jail Administrator Jarrod Campbell was present at the meeting to explain the Jails need for a

new finger printing machine and copier. Mr. Campbell stated the finger printing machine is out

of date and the Company can no longer get parts. Mr. Campbell received two bids on a new

finger printing machine and one bid on a new copier. After much discussion on this matter

William Maxwell would like to refer this back to Committee A for review. No action taken. The

letters sent in the agenda packet from the Sheriffs are as following:







Notary Approval for Crystal Mills, Kristen Cox & Haley Boyd

William Maxwell made a motion, second by Mickey Robinson to approve the Notary for Crystal 

Mills, Kristen Cox, and Haley Boyd. 

Upon roll call: David Chandler, Joey Grissom, Terry Hickey, William Maxwell, Bill Mosley, Mickey

Robinson, Henry Seamons, Brian Simmons, Robert Van Winkle, and Cale Crain voted yes. No

changes to any yes vote. Motion passed.

Master Inter-Governmental Cooperative Purchasing Agreement

Committee  A  Chairman  William  Maxwell  explained  to  the  full  Commission  that  this  is  a

Cooperative Purchasing Agreement with Savvik buying group this is something that needs to be

done for purchasing equipment. William Maxwell made a motion, second by David Chandler to

approve  this  contact.  All  approved  by  voice  vote.  Motion  passed.  Purchasing  Agreement

following: 





Re-appointment of David Chandler, Mickey Robinson, and Stephen Walling to Beer Board

William Maxwell made a motion, second by Cale Crain to approve the re-appointment for David

Chandler, Mickey Robinson, and Stephen Walling to the Beer Board. (Terms to end 8-2024) All 

agreed by voice vote. Motion passed.

Beer Board & Terms (for the Record)

David Chandler 8-2024

Mickey Robinson 8-2024

Stephen Walling 8-2024

William Maxwell 8-2022

Henry Seamons 8-2022

Old Business

None

New Business

Appointment of Cale Crain to the Agricultural Board

William Maxwell made a motion, second by Brian Simmons to approve Cale Crain to be added

to the Ag. Board. All agreed by voice vote. Motion passed.

HVAC & Remi’s Units, Capital Projects Fund 171 (Budget Amendment)

The Full Commission had approved a bid for HVAC upgrades and Remi installation, so the Full

Commission needs to approve the line item increase of the ARP money. William Maxwell made

a motion, second by Robert Van Winkle to approve the increase of $36,600.00 in line 171-

58835-335 maint/repair bldgs that is in Capital Project and will come from Fund Balance in that

amount. 

Upon roll call: David Chandler, Joey Grissom, Terry Hickey, William Maxwell, Bill Mosley, Mickey

Robinson, Henry Seamons, Brian Simmons, Robert Van Winkle, and Cale Crain voted yes. No

changes to any yes vote. Motion passed. Budget Amendment as following:





Mayor Greg Wilson went over the trial balance fund by fund to let everyone know the amount

of  dollars  in  each  fund  also  Mayor  Wilson  and  Melissa  Harmon  announced  that  the  BDS

property was closed on Monday March 14,  2022. ($100,000.00 was deposited into General

Purpose (School) and $106,000.00 went into the General Fund) 



A Committee A Meeting (Budget) was set for April 5, 2022 at 2:00 & Committee B (Grounds) will

meet April 5, 2022 at 5:30 p.m.

Adjournment

Several  Citizens  addressed  the  Full  Commission  with  questions.  Mickey  Robinson  made  a

motion, second by Brian Simmons to adjourn. All agreed by voice vote. Motion passed. Meeting

adjourned at 6:57 p.m. 

 ___________________________________ ___________________________________

Chairman Joey Grissom County Clerk Lisa Rigsby


