
MINUTES OF THE VAN BUREN COUNTY COMMISSION 

VAN BUREN COUNTY, TENNESSEE 

   

The Van Buren County Commission met in a Regular Meeting on October 29, 2024 at 6:00 p.m.

at the Van Buren County Administrative Facility  & Justice Center.  The following action was

taken as recorded in Minute Book, “U”.  

   

Call to Order 

Sheriff Michael Brock called the Meeting to Order. 

 

Roll Call 

Members present:  Michael Chandler, Cale Crain, Jordan Delong, Tabitha Denney, Terry Hickey,

Terry Hodges, Dusty Madewell, Kenny Smith, Tommy Frady, and Michael Woodlee. 

 

Also present:  Standing in for County Attorney Howard Upchurch was Attorney Stacey Farmer,

County Mayor David Sullivan, County Clerk Lisa Rigsby, and Jay Williams with zoom and Several

Citizens of Van Buren County. 

 

Prayer 

Dusty Madewell led us in prayer. 

 

Pledge 

Chairman Cale Crain led us in the Pledge of Allegiance. 

Deviate from the Agenda, Approve Minutes from the September 17, 2024 Meeting

Cale Crain made a motion, second by Tabitha Denney to deviate from the agenda to add line 

after the Pledge of Allegiance. All approved by voice vote. Motion passed.

The Floor is open to amend the agenda to add to approve the September 17, 2024 minutes

from the Commission Meeting as well as a correction from the last meeting, Mayor Sullivan said

the GMC Truck was a 1994 it should have read a 2004 GMC Sierra. Michael Woodlee made a

motion, second by Tabitha Denney to approve. All agreed by voice vote. Motion passed.

Terry Hickey made a motion, second by Michael Woodlee to approve the Minutes from the last

meeting September 17, 2024 as amended. All approved by voice vote. Motion passed.

Michael Woodlee made a motion, second by Tabitha Denney to approve the minutes with the

corrections that read 1994 GMC Sierra should be 2004 GMC Sierra Truck. All agreed by voice

vote. Motion passed.  

Committee A Minutes

Committee  A  Member  Tabitha  Denney  brought  forward  action  from  the  Committee  A

Meeting that needs to be taken from the Full Commission.

Budget Amendment to correct Fund 118



Tabitha Denney made a motion, second by Terry Hodges to take from Fund 99100-590 and

debit fund 39000-118 in the amount of $36,199.79.

Upon roll call: Michael Chandler, Cale Crain, Jordan Delong, Tabitha Denney, Terry Hickey, Terry

Hodges, Dusty Madewell, Kenny Smith, Tommy Frady, and Michael Woodlee voted yes. Motion

passed. Budget Amendment as following: 



Budget Amendment for SRO (SRO Grant Repayment)

Tabitha  Denney  made  a  motion,  second  by  Michael  Chandler  to  approve  the  budget

amendment as presented. Upon roll call: Michael Chandler, Cale Crain, Jordan Delong, Tabitha



Denney, Terry Hickey, Terry Hodges, Dusty Madewell, Kenny Smith, Tommy Frady, and Michael

Woodlee voted yes. Motion passed. Budget amendment presented as following: 

Broadband Ready Grant (laptops)

The Broadband Ready Grant is being used to purchase laptops. These laptops will be placed at

the Senior Center, Resource Center and/or Public Library in the amount of $25,937.79. Tabitha

Denney made a motion, second by Michael Woodlee to approve.



Upon roll call: Michael Chandler, Cale Crain, Jordan Delong, Tabitha Denney, Terry Hickey, Terry

Hodges, Dusty Madewell, Kenny Smith, Tommy Frady, and Michael Woodlee voted yes. Motion

passed. Governmental Grant Contract as following: 



Remove Sanitation fee for Terry Hickey’s Barn

Tabitha  Denney  made  a  motion,  second  by  Michael  Chandler  to  approve  to  remove  the

sanitation fee for Terry Hickey and it was stated on his form that this was a barn no residency.

All approved by voice vote with Commissioner Kenny Smith opposed. Motion passed.



Committee B Minutes

Committee B Meeting

October 15, 2024

Roll Call: All members present.

Elect Chairman/Vice-Chairman

A motion was made by Kenny Smith to nominate Dusty Madewell as Chairman. The motion was

seconded by Tommy Frady. All members were in favor.

A motion was made by Michael Chandler to nominate Michael Woodlee as Vice-Chairman. The

motion was seconded by Kenny Smith. All members were in favor.

New Business

Sheriff Brock discussed with the Committee concerning speeding on Harper Road off of Rocky

River Road. Michael Woodlee made a motion, to set the speed limit for Harper Road at 25 mph.

The motion was seconded by Michael Chandler. All members were in favor.

Michael  Chandler  made a motion to widen Brock  Lane.  Seconded by Michael  Woodlee.  All

members were in favor.

Michael Chandler ask that more 45 mph speed limit signs be posted on Rocky River Road.

Adjournment

Michael  Woodlee  made  a  motion  to  adjourn  the  meeting.  Seconded  by  Kenny  Smith.  All

members were in favor.

 _____________________________________________________________________________

Committee B Chairman Dusty Madewell brought forward action that needs to be taken from

the Full Commission from the Committee B Meeting on October 15, 2024.

Set speed limit on Harper Rd at 25 mph

Michael Woodlee made a motion, second by Kenny Smith to approve to set the speed limit on

Harper  Road  at  25  mph.  (Speed  limit  is  currently  45  mph)  All  approved  by  voice  vote.  0-

opposed. Motion passed.

Widen Brock Lane

After  much  discussion  on  this  matter,  Terry  Hodges  made  a  motion,  second  by  Michael

Woodlee to approve to go with widening Brock Lane to 19 feet with an affidavit with all the

land owners in agreement. 

Upon  roll  call:  Michael  Chandler,  Cale  Crain,  Tabitha  Denney,  Terry  Hickey,  Terry  Hodges,

Tommy Frady,  and Michael Woodlee voted yes. Jordan Delong, Dusty Madewell  and Kenny

Smith voted no. 7-yes votes, 3-no votes, Motion passed. 

Speed limit signs on Rocky River Road

Commissioner Michael Chandler would like to have more 45 mph speed limit signs put up on

Rocky River Road. Dusty Madewell made a motion, second by Michael Chandler to approve. All

approved by voice vote. Motion passed.

Approve Minutes of Committee B’s Meeting on October 15, 2024



Dusty Madewell  made a motion, second by Kenny Smith to approve the minutes from the

October 15, 2024 Meeting. All agreed by voice vote. Motion passed.

Sealed bid for 2004 White GMC Sierra Truck

There were only 1 bid returned on the 2004 GMC Sierra Truck in the amount of $200.00 from

Marty Presley. Terry Hickey made a motion, second by Kenny Smith to accept this bid. (The roll-

up doors had no bids received)

Upon roll call: Michael Chandler, Cale Crain, Jordan Delong, Tabitha Denney, Terry Hickey, Terry

Hodges, Dusty Madewell, Kenny Smith, Tommy Frady, and Michael Woodlee voted yes. Motion

passed.

Old Business

Approval of the Lease Agreement between the Burritt College Memorial Museum (VBC) and

the Children Advocacy Center

Several  Organizations were present to speech about  the Burritt College Memorial  Museum.

Boards present were as following: Members from the Van Buren County Historical & Heritage

Museum, Members from the Children Advocacy Center and Lesa Bouldin.

Lesa  Bouldin  address  the  Full  Commission  as  an  ancestor  of  the  Burritt  College  with  her

thoughts of Leasing the Burritt College Memorial to the Children Advocacy Center. After the

New Library was built Ms. Bouldin’s Grandmother and Mother had gotten the Burritt College

Memorial started and using their own money a lot of the time. Some of the members of the

Historical & Heritage Museum were present at the meeting and are very interested in moving

the treasures there to the Old Courthouse where The Heritage Museum is located. Ms. Bouldin

thinks  the County  is  too small  to  have everything separated and it  all  needs to be at  one

location. Ms. Bouldin would like to see the Lease Agreement to the Children’s Advocacy Center

to be approved. 

After much discussion on this matter, Attorney Stacey Farmer, standing in for County Attorney

Howard Upchurch, after looking over everything stated the County still owns the Building and

what they choose to do will be legal for the County to do. Commissioner Terry Hickey here by

made a motion, second by Michael Woodlee that the County has been advised by legal Counsel

that we are in the right, a motion to go ahead and sign the Lease Agreement with the Children

Advocacy Center, and give Burritt Alumni 60 days for Family members to get their stuff or it will

be moved to the Heritage Museum by December 31, 2024. 

Upon roll call: Michael Chandler, Cale Crain, Jordan Delong, Tabitha Denney, Terry Hickey, Terry

Hodges, Dusty Madewell, Kenny Smith, Tommy Frady, and Michael Woodlee voted yes. Motion

passed.

New Business

Notary application for Tricia A. Cude

Tabitha Denney made a motion, second by Michael Woodlee to approve the notary for Tricia A.

Cude. All approved by voice vote. 0-opposed. Motion passed.



Approve/Disapprove Solid Waste fee from Bryan London, 455 London Farm Rd.

A letter was sent to the Full  Commission for approval  of a Solid Waste fee to be removed

because the second meter set was for the Chicken house the only reason it was set was the ¾

meter was not strong enough. The meters actually tie together. Terry Hickey made a motion,

second by Michael Woodlee to approve the removal of this fee. 

Upon roll call: Michael Chandler, Cale Crain, Jordan Delong, Tabitha Denney, Terry Hickey, Terry

Hodges, Dusty Madewell, Tommy Frady, and Michael Woodlee voted yes. Kenny Smith voted

no. 9-yes votes. 1-no vote. Motion passed.

Approve/Disapprove Solid Waste fee from Freddy George on Myers Road

A letter was sent to the Full  Commission for approval  of a Solid Waste fee to be removed

because there are 3 rental cabins each with separate meters. Michael Woodlee made a motion,

second by Michael Chandler to deny this matter. 

Upon roll call: Michael Chandler, Cale Crain, Jordan Delong, Tabitha Denney, Terry Hickey, Terry

Hodges, Dusty Madewell, Kenny Smith, Tommy Frady, and Michael Woodlee voted yes. Motion

passed. Request denied. 

Approve/Disapprove Solid Waste fee from Grandview Lodge 25 Meadows Drive

A letter was sent to the Full  Commission for approval  of a Solid Waste fee to be removed

because there are 3 separate meters for this property. After discussion on this matter, Michael

Woodlee made a motion, second by Michael Chandler to table till we get more information. All

agreed by voice vote. Motion passed.

New Health Insurance for the County Employee’s 

The  County  Commission  has  discussed  2  options  for  Health  Insurance  for  employees.  The

United Health – Choice Plus with 1 & 2 Tiers and Blue Cross Blue Shield with Tier 1 & 2 options. 

Tier 1

United Healthcare Employee Cost County Cost

Based on $14/h $164.16 $773.33

Tier 2

Based on $50k-up $500.00 $261.57

Tier 1

BCBS Employee Cost County Cost

Based on 0-49,999 $164.16 $773.33

Tier 2

Based on $50,000-up $500.00 $437.49

After  much  discussion  on  this  matter,  Terry  Hodges  made  a  motion,  second  by  Michael

Woodlee to go with Blue Cross Blue Shield with option 1 & 2 with the county paying on option 1

& 2.

Upon roll call: Michael Chandler, Cale Crain, Jordan Delong, Tabitha Denney, Terry Hickey, Terry

Hodges, Dusty Madewell, Kenny Smith, Tommy Frady, and Michael Woodlee voted yes. Motion

passed.  Van Buren County Medical 1/1/2025 as following:









Contract for Care Solace

The Board of Education approved this contract on October 23, 2024 with the School System

holding the contract and paying the cost and the County to reimburse the Board through Opioid

Abatement Funds. After looking over and discussing the Contract Terry Hodges made a motion,

second by Michael Woodlee to approve to move forward on a year to year bases with Care

Solace  using  the  Opioid  Abatement  Grant  money.  This  is  a  year  to  year  contact  with  an

automatic option to renew unless we give a 60 day written notice.

Upon roll call: Michael Chandler, Cale Crain, Jordan Delong, Tabitha Denney, Terry Hickey, Terry

Hodges, Dusty Madewell, Kenny Smith, Tommy Frady, and Michael Woodlee voted yes. Motion

passed.  Contract as following:







































Bonus for County Employee’s (Year 2024)

Commissioner Terry Hickey wanted to revisit giving the County Employees a bonus. When the

Budget was passed in June of 2024 the Full Commission discussed going back and giving the



County  Employees  a  bonus  because  no  raises  had  been given.  After  much discuss  on  this

matter, Terry Hickey made a motion, second by Michael Woodlee to approve to give all our

County Employee’s  a bonus with going back to July  1,  2024 till  November 18,  2024 in the

amount of $2.00 per hour. 

Upon roll  call:  Terry Hickey and Michael  Woodlee voted yes.  Michael  Chandler,  Cale Crain,

Jordan Delong, Tabitha Denney, Terry Hodges, Dusty Madewell, Kenny Smith, and Tommy Frady

voted  no.  2-yes  votes,  8-no  votes.  Motion  failed. Committee  A  will  have  a  special  called

meeting to discuss this matter.

Comments from the General Public

None

Adjournment

Tabitha Denney made a motion, second by Kenny Smith to adjourn. All approved by voice vote. 

Motion passed. Meeting adjourned at 7:33 p.m. 

 _______________________________ _________________________________

Chairman Cale Crain County Clerk Lisa Rigsby


	Roll Call

