
MINUTES OF THE VAN BUREN COUNTY COMMISSION 
VAN BUREN COUNTY, TENNESSEE 

   
The Van Buren County Commission met in a Regular Meeting on Monday May 19, 2025 at 6:00 
p.m. at the Van Buren County Administrative Facility & Justice Center. The following action was 
taken as recorded in Minute Book, “U”.  
   
Call to Order 
Deputy Cameron Clendenon called the Meeting to Order. 
 
Roll Call 
Members  present:  Michael  Chandler,  Jordan  Delong,  Tabitha  Denney,  Terry  Hickey,  Terry 
Hodges, Dusty Madewell, Kenny Smith, Michael Woodlee and Cale Crain. Tommy Frady was 
absent.
 
Also present: County Attorney Howard Upchurch, County Financial Director Heather Woodlee, 
County Clerk Lisa Rigsby, and Several Citizens of Van Buren County. 
 
Prayer 
Dusty Madewell led us in prayer. 
 
Pledge 
Chairman Cale Crain led us in the Pledge of Allegiance. 

Approval of Minutes from Commission Meeting on April 21, 2025 as printed.
Dusty Madewell made a motion, second by Terry Hickey to approve the Minutes from the April 
21, 2025 Meeting. 

Upon roll call: Michael Woodlee, Kenny Smith, Dusty Madewell, Terry Hodges, Terry Hickey, 
Tabitha Denney, Jordan Delong, Michael Chandler, and Cale Crain voted yes. Motion passed.

Committee A:
Committee A
May 5, 2025 @ 5:30 p.m.

1. All members present

2. Motion made by Cale Crain and seconded by Terry Hodges to move $600 from 39000 to 
Fund 101-52300-305 for audit invoice. Roll call – all members in favor.

3. Motion made by Jordan Delong and seconded by Terry Hickey to move $44,250 from 
101-39000 to Fund 101-51800-335 for skylights. Roll call – all members in favor.

4. Motion made by Terry Hodges and seconded by Cale Crain to move a total of $4,900 
from 39000 to Fund 101-54110-201 in the amount of $1,600 for Social Security, Fund 
101-54110-204 in the amount of $2,900 for State Retirement, Fund 101-54110-212 in 
the  amount  of  $400  for  Employer  Medicare  (Sheriff’s  Department).  Roll  call  –  all 
members in favor.

5. Motion made by Cale Crain and seconded by Terry Hickey to move $594 from 44170 
Miscellaneous Refunds to Fund 101-54110-187 for TBI overtime. Roll call – all members 
in favor.



6. Motion made by Jordan Delong and seconded by Cale Crain to not remove the $7 Solid 
Waste fee from Mark Mara electric bill at 71 Bill Branch Rd Spencer.

Old Business
Mowing Bids opened and no action taken.

New Business
Motion made by Cale Crain and seconded by Jordan Delong to move $1,089.20 form 101-34520 
to Fund 101-53400-435 for Computers for the Clerk and Master. Roll call – all members in favor.

Motion made by Cale Crain and seconded by Terry Hickey to move $3,267.60 from Fund 101-
34520 to Fund 101-53100-599 for Computers for Circuit Court Clerk. Roll call – all members in 
favor.

Motion made by Terry Hickey and seconded by Jordan Delong to move Fund 141 amounts as 
presented. Roll call – all members in favor.

Motion made by Cale Crain and seconded by Terry Hodges to move Funds in 143 as presented. 
Roll call – all members in favor.

Motion made by Cale Crain and seconded by Terry Hickey to surplus a 2011 Chevrolet G4500 
Type 3 ambulance. All members in favor.

Motion made by Terry Hickey and seconded by Cale Crain to allow the County Trustee to invest 
money at her discretion.

Motion made by Terry Hickey and seconded by Jordan Delong to move $575.25 from trustee’s 
accounts as presented. Roll call – Cale Crain – no, Terry Hodges – no, Jordan Delong – yes, Terry 
Hickey – yes, Tabitha Denney – yes. Motion passed.

Motion made by Terry Hickey to adjourn. Meeting adjourned.
 ____________________________________________________________________________________
Committee A Chairman Tabitha Denney brought forward action that needs to be taken from 
the Full Commission from the Committee A Meeting on May 5, 2025.

Budget Amendment Fund 101, $600.00
Tabitha Denney made a motion, seconded by Michael Woodlee to move $600.00 from 39000 to 
Fund 101-52300-305 for audit invoice. 

Upon roll call: Michael Woodlee, Kenny Smith, Dusty Madewell, Terry Hodges, Terry Hickey, 
Tabitha Denney, Jordan Delong, Michael Chandler, and Cale Crain voted yes. Motion passed. 
Budget Amendment as following:





Budget Amendment, skylights for the Jail, $44,250.00
Tabitha Denney made a motion, seconded by Michael Woodlee to move $44,250.00 from 101-
39000 to Fund 101-51800-335 for skylights. 

Upon roll call: Michael Woodlee, Kenny Smith, Dusty Madewell, Terry Hodges, Terry Hickey, 
Tabitha Denney, Jordan Delong, Michael Chandler, and Cale Crain voted yes. Motion passed. 
Budget Amendment as following:



Budget Amendment, $4,900.00
Tabitha Denney made a motion, seconded by Michael Woodlee to move a total of $4,900 from 
39000 to Fund 101-54110-201 in the amount of $1,600 for Social Security, Fund 101-54110-204 
in the amount of $2,900 for State Retirement, Fund 101-54110-212 in the amount of $400 for  
Employer Medicare (Sheriff’s Department). 

Upon roll call: Michael Woodlee, Kenny Smith, Dusty Madewell, Terry Hodges, Terry Hickey, 
Tabitha Denney, Jordan Delong, Michael Chandler, and Cale Crain voted yes. Motion passed. 
Budget Amendment as following:



Budget Amendment, $594.00, TBI overtime
Tabitha Denney made a motion, seconded by Michael Woodlee to move $594.00 from 44170 
Miscellaneous Refunds to Fund 101-54110-187 for TBI overtime.

Upon roll call: Michael Woodlee, Kenny Smith, Dusty Madewell, Terry Hodges, Terry Hickey, 
Tabitha Denney, Jordan Delong, Michael Chandler, and Cale Crain voted yes. Motion passed. 
Budget Amendment as following:







Solid Waste fee of $7.00 at 71 Bill Branch Road
Tabitha Denney made a motion, seconded by Michael Chandler to not remove the $7.00 Solid  
Waste fee from Mark Mara’s electric bill at 71 Bill Branch Rd Spencer.

Upon roll call: Michael Woodlee, Kenny Smith, Dusty Madewell, Terry Hodges, Terry Hickey, 
Tabitha Denney, Jordan Delong, Michael Chandler, and Cale Crain voted yes. Motion passed.

Mowing bids for County Property
No action was taken by the Full Commission on this matter.

Budget Amendment, $1,089.20, computers for the Clerk and Master’s Office
Motion made by Cale Crain and seconded by Jordan Delong to move $1,089.20 form 101-34520 
to Fund 101-53400-435 for Computers for the Clerk and Master. 



Upon roll call: Michael Woodlee, Kenny Smith, Dusty Madewell, Terry Hodges, Terry Hickey, 
Tabitha Denney, Jordan Delong, Michael Chandler, and Cale Crain voted yes. Motion passed.
Budget Amendment as following:
Budget Amendment for computers for Circuit Court Clerk, $3,267.60
Tabitha Denney made a motion, seconded by Michael Woodlee to move $3,267.60 from Fund 
101-34520 to Fund 101-53100-599 for Computers for Circuit Court Clerk.



Upon roll call: Michael Woodlee, Kenny Smith, Dusty Madewell, Terry Hodges, Terry Hickey, 
Tabitha Denney, Jordan Delong, Michael Chandler, and Cale Crain voted yes. Motion passed. 
Budget Amendment as following:

Budget Amendments for the School System Fund 141
Tabitha Denney made a motion, seconded by Michael Woodlee to move Fund 141 amounts as 
presented. 



Upon roll call: Michael Woodlee, Kenny Smith, Dusty Madewell, Terry Hodges, Terry Hickey, 
Tabitha Denney, Jordan Delong, Michael Chandler, and Cale Crain voted yes. Motion passed. 
Budget Amendments as presented: 





Budget Amendments for the School System Fund 143
Tabitha  Denney  made  a  motion,  seconded  by  Michael  Woodlee  to  move  Funds  in  143  as 
presented. 

Upon roll call: Michael Woodlee, Kenny Smith, Dusty Madewell, Terry Hodges, Terry Hickey, 
Tabitha Denney, Jordan Delong, Michael Chandler, and Cale Crain voted yes. Motion passed. 
Budget Amendments as presented: 





The approval for the surplus of a 2011 Chevrolet G4500 Type 3 Ambulance
In the Committee A Meeting on May 5, 2025 it was passed to surplus the 2011 Chevrolet G4500 
type 3 Ambulance. Commissioner Tabitha Denney would like to utilize the Chevrolet for the Van 
Buren County Emergency Management. After much discussion on this matter, Tabitha Denney 
made a motion, seconded by Michael Woodlee to table this matter. All approved by voice vote. 
0-opposed. Motion passed. 

Approval to allow the County Trustee to invest money at her discretion
Michael Woodlee made a motion, seconded by Kenny Smith to allow the County Trustee to 
invest money at her discretion. 

Upon roll call: Michael Woodlee, Kenny Smith, Dusty Madewell, Terry Hodges, Terry Hickey, 
Tabitha Denney, Jordan Delong, Michael Chandler, and Cale Crain voted yes. Motion passed.

Budget Amendment for the County Trustee in the amount of $575.25
The County  Trustee Beth  Simmons was  present  at  the  Committee A meeting requesting a 
budget  amendment  in  the  amount  of  $575.25.  After  the  Committee  A  meeting  Trustee 
Simmons ask Commissioner Tabitha Denney to table this  request  for  now. Tabitha Denney 
made a motion, seconded by Terry Hickey to table this matter for now. All agreed by voice vote. 
0-opposed. Motion passed.

Old Business
None

New Business
Quarterly Reports
Tabitha  Denney  made  a  motion,  seconded  by  Michael  Woodlee  to  approve  the  Quarterly 
Reports. All approved by voice vote. 0-opposed. Motion passed.

Budget Amendment for Audit Services, $314.00
Jordan  Delong  made  a  motion,  seconded  by  Michael  Woodlee  to  approve  this  budget 
amendment as present.

Upon roll call: Michael Woodlee, Kenny Smith, Dusty Madewell, Terry Hodges, Terry Hickey, 
Tabitha Denney, Jordan Delong, Michael Chandler, and Cale Crain voted yes. Motion passed. 
Budget Amendment as presented:





Budget Amendment for Skylights in the Jail, $44,250.00, Fund 101
Tabitha  Denney  made  a  motion,  seconded  by  Michael  Woodlee  to  approve  budget 
amendments as presented.

Upon roll call: Michael Woodlee, Kenny Smith, Dusty Madewell, Terry Hodges, Terry Hickey, 
Tabitha Denney, Jordan Delong, Michael Chandler, and Cale Crain voted yes. Motion passed. 
Budget Amendment as presented:



Budget Amendment for Skylight for the Jail, Fund 112
Tabitha  Denney  made  a  motion,  seconded  by  Michael  Woodlee  to  approve  this  budget 
amendment as presented.

Upon roll call: Michael Woodlee, Kenny Smith, Dusty Madewell, Terry Hodges, Terry Hickey, 
Tabitha Denney, Jordan Delong, Michael Chandler, and Cale Crain voted yes. Motion passed. 
Budget Amendment as presented:



Budget Amendment for Skylights for the Jail Fund 112
Michael  Woodlee  made  a  motion,  seconded  by  Terry  Hickey  to  approve  this  budget 
amendment as presented.

Upon roll call: Michael Woodlee, Kenny Smith, Dusty Madewell, Terry Hodges, Terry Hickey, 
Tabitha Denney, Jordan Delong, Michael Chandler, and Cale Crain voted yes.  Motion passed. 
Budget Amendment as presented:



Budget Amendment Fund 101 in the amount of $15,000.00
Terry Hickey made a motion, seconded by Jordan Delong to approve this budget amendment as 
presented.

Upon roll call: Michael Woodlee, Kenny Smith, Dusty Madewell, Terry Hodges, Terry Hickey, 
Tabitha Denney, Jordan Delong, Michael Chandler, and Cale Crain voted yes.  Motion passed. 
Budget Amendment as presented:



Budget Amendment for Coroner, $5,000.00
Tabitha  Denney  made  a  motion,  seconded  by  Michael  Woodlee  to  approve  the  budget 
Amendment as presented.

Upon roll call: Michael Woodlee, Kenny Smith, Dusty Madewell, Terry Hodges, Terry Hickey, 
Tabitha Denney, Jordan Delong, Michael Chandler, and Cale Crain voted yes.  Motion passed. 
Budget Amendment as presented:



Acknowledgement of the Fiscal Strength and Efficient Government Fiscal Confirmation Letter 
2024-2025 Three star Program requirements
UT Extension Director Chris Binkley was present at the Full  Commission meeting requesting 
acknowledgment of the Fiscal Strength and Efficient Government Fiscal Confirmation Letter. 
Mr. Binkley and County Mayor David Sullivan went to classes to apply for a $50,000.00 Grant  
that  is  to  be  used for  Upgrading  technology.  This  grant  is  no cost  to  the County.  Michael 
Woodlee made a motion, seconded by Terry Hodges to acknowledge the Fiscal Strenth and 
Efficient Government Fiscal Confirmation Letter. 

Upon roll call: Michael Woodlee, Kenny Smith, Dusty Madewell, Terry Hodges, Terry Hickey, 
Tabitha Denney, Jordan Delong, Michael Chandler, and Cale Crain voted yes.  Motion passed. 
Letter as following:















Approval of Notary Renewal for Rebecca Ann Grissom
Michael Woodlee made a motion, seconded by Tabitha Denney to approve the Notary renewal 
for Rebecca Ann Grissom. All approved by voice vote. 0-opposed. Motion passed.

Comments from the Public:
None

Adjournment
Michael  Woodlee made a motion,  second by Tabitha Denney to adjourn.  All  agreed by voice vote.  
Motion passed. Meeting adjourned at 6:35 p.m.

 ____________________________________ ___________________________________
Chairman Cale Crain County Clerk Lisa Rigsby


