
MINUTES OF THE VAN BUREN COUNTY COMMISSION
VAN BUREN COUNTY, TENNESSEE

  
The Van Buren County Commission met in a Regular Meeting on November 17, 
2025 at 6:00 p.m. at the Van Buren County Administrative Facility & Justice 
Center. The following action was taken as recorded in Minute Book, “U”. 
  
Call to Order 
Deputy Sheriff Cameron Clendenon called the Meeting to Order. 
 
Roll Call 
Members  present:   Michael  Woodlee,  Tommy Frady,  Kenny  Smith,  Dusty 
Madewell,  Terry  Hodges,  Terry  Hickey,  Tabitha  Denney,  Jordan  Delong, 
Michael Chandler and Cale Crain. 
 
Also  present:   County  Attorney  Howard  Upchurch,  County  Mayor  David 
Sullivan, County Clerk Lisa Rigsby, and Jay Williams with zoom and Several 
Citizens of Van Buren County. 
 
Prayer 
Dusty Madewell led us in prayer. 
 
Pledge 
Chairman Cale Crain led us in the Pledge of Allegiance. 

Approve/Disapprove: Minutes of the Full Commission Meeting on 
Monday, October 27, 2025 
Tabitha Denney made a motion, seconded by Kenny Smith to approve the 
Minutes from the October 27, 2025 Meeting. All  agreed by voice vote. 0-
opposed. Motion passed. 

Approve/Disapprove: Quarterly Reports for Ambulance, B.O.E., Clerk 
& Master, Highway Department, Sheriff’s Department, & Solid Waste.
Terry Hodges made a motion, seconded by Michael Woodlee to approve all 
Quarterly Reports for B.O.E., Clerk & Master, Highway Department, Sheriff’s 
Department,  and Solid  Waste with  deleting the  Ambulance service  which 
wasn’t included in the reports. All approved by voice vote. 0-opposed. Motion 
passed.

Approve/Disapprove:  Minutes  from  Committee  A  Meeting  on 
November 3, 2025.
Committee A Meeting
November 3, 2025

Call to Order at 5:45 p.m.

Motion made by Terry Hodges and second by Terry Hickey to move $35.00 
from 39000 to 101-56500-435 Office supplies to meet MOE. Roll call with all 
members voting yes.

Motion made by Cale Crain and second by Terry Hickey to approve Van Buren 
County Schools Fund 880 in the amount of as presented. Roll Call with all 
members in favor.

New Business



Motion made by Cale Crain and second by Terry Hickey to move $22,100 of 
Opioid Abatement Funds to the Van Buren County Prevention Coalition for 
Community Outreach Coordinator. Roll Call with all members in favor.

Motion made by Cale Crain and second by Terry Hickey to move $1,500 of 
Opioid Abatement Funds to Van Buren County Sheriff’s Department for DARE 
program. Roll call with all members in favor.

Motion by Cale Crain to adjourn.
______________________________________________________________________________
Committee A Chairman Tabitha Denney brought forward action that 
needs to be taken by the Full Commission from Committee A Meeting 
on November 3, 2025.

Budget  Amendment  for  Library  Office  supplies  in  the  amount  of 
$35.00
Tabitha Denney made a motion, seconded by Michael Chandler to approve to 
move $35.00 from 39000 to 101-56500-435 Office supplies to meet MOE for 
the Library.



Upon  roll  call:  Michael  Woodlee,  Tommy  Frady,  Kenny  Smith,  Dusty 
Madewell,  Terry  Hodges,  Terry  Hickey,  Tabitha  Denney,  Jordan  Delong, 
Michael  Chandler  and  Cale  Crain  voted  yes.  Motion  passed.  Budget 
Amendment as following: 

Budget Amendments for the School System Fund 880
Tabitha Denney made a motion, seconded by Michael Woodlee to approve 
Van Buren County Schools Fund 880 in the amount as presented. 







Budget Amendment, Opioid Abatement Funds, $22,100.00
Tabitha Denney made a motion, seconded by Michael Woodlee to approve to 
move  $22,100.00  of  Opioid  Abatement  Funds  to  the  Van  Buren  County 
Prevention Coalition for Community Outreach Coordinator out of 101-51100-
600 from Call Center Opioid. 

Upon  roll  call:  Michael  Woodlee,  Tommy  Frady,  Kenny  Smith,  Dusty 
Madewell,  Terry  Hodges,  Terry  Hickey,  Tabitha  Denney,  Jordan  Delong, 
Michael Chandler, and Cale Crain voted yes. Motion passed. 

Budget  Amendment,  Opioid  Abatement,  Sheriff’s  Dept.  DARE 
program, $1,500.00
Tabitha Denney made a motion, seconded by Michael Woodlee to approve  to 
move $1,500 of Opioid Abatement Funds 101-51100-600 to Van Buren County 
Sheriff’s Department for DARE program. 

Upon  roll  call:  Michael  Woodlee,  Tommy  Frady,  Kenny  Smith,  Dusty 
Madewell,  Terry  Hodges,  Terry  Hickey,  Tabitha  Denney,  Jordan  Delong, 
Michael Chandler, and Cale Crain voted yes. Motion passed. 

Approve/Disapprove:  Minutes  from  Committee  B  Meeting  on 
November 10, 2025.
Committee B Meeting
Monday, November 10, 2025

Roll call: All members present.

Discuss Funding for Fire Departments
All  the  County  Fire  Departments  were  represented.  After  a  lengthy 
discussion,  Michael  Woodlee  requested  all  departments  to  send  in  cost 
reports for review. A second meeting was scheduled for January 26, 2026 @ 
6:00.

New Business: 
Michael Woodlee made a motion to set the speed limit at Robert Haston Rd to 
twenty-five (25) mph, Seconded by Kenny Smith. All members in favor.

Kenny Smith a motion to set speed limit at Piney Creek Rd. to twenty-five (25) 
mph, seconded by Michael Woodlee. All members in favor.

A motion was made by Michael Woodlee to adjourn seconded by Michael 
Chandler. All members in favor.
 _____________________________________________________________________________
Committee B Chairman Dusty Madewell brought forward action that 
needs to be taken by the Full  Commission from the Committee B 
Meeting on November 10, 2025.

25 mph Speed limit set on Robert Haston Road & Piney Creek Road
In Committee B Meeting on November 10, 2025 Michael Woodlee had made a 
motion, seconded by Kenny Smith to set the speed limit at Robert Haston 
Road to 25 mph. It was brought to Committee B attention by Mayor Sullivan 
that it already has a 25 mph speed limit set. Michael Chandler made a motion 
to delete this motion, because it is already set, second by Kenny Smith, all 
agreed by voice vote. Motion passed. 



It was also passed in Committee B Meeting to set the speed limit to 25 mph. 
Commissioner Dusty Madewell made a motion seconded by Michael Chandler 
to retract the motion to pass the speed limit to 25 mph because the Road goes 
off of Robert Haston Road, it is already set for 25 mph. All agreed by voice 
vote. 0-opposed. Motion passed.

Old Business
Amendment  to  the  Uncollectible  Accounts  Write-off  Policy  & 
Procedures for the VBC Solid Waste Department (Hardship was taken 
out)



Last month the Uncollectible Accounts Write-off Policy & Procedures were 
approved by the Full Commission but Solid Waste Director Melinda Starkey 
made an Amendment to the Policy & Procedures changes being an account 
will be written off, only if the person is deceased and the Full Commission 
approves.  Tabitha Denney made a  motion,  seconded by Terry  Hickey  to 
approve the amended Uncollectible Accounts Write-off Policy & Procedures 
as  presented.  All  approved  by  voice  vote.  0-opposed.  Motion  passed. 
Amended Write-off Policy & Procedures as following:







BCBS Health Insurance for County Employee’s (rate change on base 
plan only)
Last month the new rate increase for the base of the County employee’s 
health insurance was passed but the broker figured the County employees 
making $14.50 per hour and we have County employees making $14.25 an 
hour. The employee portion base plan was voted in at $876.43 and needs to be 
changed to $879.68. After discussion on this matter, Terry Hickey made a 
motion, seconded by Michael Woodlee to approve this change. 



Upon  roll  call:  Michael  Woodlee,  Tommy  Frady,  Kenny  Smith,  Dusty 
Madewell,  Terry  Hodges,  Terry  Hickey,  Tabitha  Denney,  Jordan  Delong, 
Michael Chandler, and Cale Crain voted yes. Motion passed. Information as 
following:
New Business
Budget Amendment for the Sheriff’s Department in the amount of 
$650.00
Jail Administrator Jessica Grissom was present at the meeting requesting a 
budget amendment for donations from local businesses that have helped with 



their Annual Christmas Party for the Sheriff’s Department. Per Audits request 
for the funds to be tracked she is asking for the $650.00 to be put into the 
General fund to be spent out. Tabitha Denney made a motion, seconded by 
Michael Woodlee to approve this amendment as presented. 

Upon  roll  call:  Michael  Woodlee,  Tommy  Frady,  Kenny  Smith,  Dusty 
Madewell,  Terry  Hodges,  Terry  Hickey,  Tabitha  Denney,  Jordan  Delong, 
Michael  Chandler,  and  Cale  Crain  voted  yes.  Motion  passed.  Budget 
Amendment as presented: 



Deputy  Clerk’s  Bonus  from  earmark  money  (Title  local  3  in  the 
amount of $1,076.50)
County Clerk Lisa Rigsby requested a budget amendment within the Clerks’ 
budget in the amount of $1,076.50. To debit $1,076.50 from line item 101-
52500-599 other charges and credit line 101-52500-106 in the amount of 
$1,000.00, credit line 101-52500-201 Social Security in the amount of $62.00, 
credit line 101-52500-212 Medicare in the amount of $14.50. Jordan Delong 
made a motion, seconded by Kenny Smith to approve this budget amendment 
as presented.



Upon  roll  call:  Michael  Woodlee,  Tommy  Frady,  Kenny  Smith,  Dusty 
Madewell,  Terry  Hodges,  Terry  Hickey,  Tabitha  Denney,  Jordan  Delong, 
Michael  Chandler,  and  Cale  Crain  voted  yes.  Motion  passed.  Budget 
amendment as presented: 
Budget Amendment, Opioid Monies, $27,758.69, Prevention Coalition 
& Sheriff’s Dept.
Financial Director Heather Woodlee brought forward a budget amendment 
for approval to move $27,758.69 out of 39000 and credit it to 101-51100-600 
to pay out the amounts that go to the Prevention Coalition and the Sheriff’s 



Department that was approved earlier in the meeting. Michael Woodlee made 
a motion, seconded by Terry Hickey to approve this budget amendment as 
presented. 

Upon  roll  call:  Michael  Woodlee,  Tommy  Frady,  Kenny  Smith,  Dusty 
Madewell,  Terry  Hodges,  Terry  Hickey,  Tabitha  Denney,  Jordan  Delong, 
Michael  Chandler,  and  Cale  Crain  voted  yes.  Motion  passed.  Budget 
amendment as presented: 



Budget Amendment for Employee’s Health Insurance in the amount of 
$55,000.00
Financial Director Heather Woodlee is requesting a budget amendment for 
employees Health Insurance to get through the end of the Fiscal Year in the 
amount of $55,000.000. Jordan Delong made a motion, seconded by Michael 
Woodlee to approve this budget amendment as presented.

Upon  roll  call:  Michael  Woodlee,  Tommy  Frady,  Kenny  Smith,  Dusty 
Madewell,  Terry  Hodges,  Terry  Hickey,  Tabitha  Denney,  Jordan  Delong, 
Michael  Chandler,  and  Cale  Crain  voted  yes.  Motion  passed.  Budget 
Amendment as presented:





Budget Amendment, Sanitation fee, Fall Creek Falls Utility District 
and Caney Fork, $21,500.00
The sanitation fee collected monthly from Fall Creek Falls Utility District and 
Caney Fork Cooperative needs documentation showing on the books for Audit 
purposes.  Financial  Director  Heather  Woodlee  is  requesting  a  budget 
amendment for that purpose.  Terry Hickey made a motion,  seconded by 
Jordan Delong to approve this as presented.



Upon  roll  call:  Michael  Woodlee,  Tommy  Frady,  Kenny  Smith,  Dusty 
Madewell,  Terry  Hodges,  Terry  Hickey,  Tabitha  Denney,  Jordan  Delong, 
Michael  Chandler,  and  Cale  Crain  voted  yes.  Motion  passed.  Budget 
Amendment as presented:
Budget Amendment, UCHRA Membership fees, $1,912.08
UCHRA membership dues are added to the budget ever year but this year was 
overlooked.  Financial  Director  Heather  Woodlee  is  requesting  a  budget 
amendment to pay these dues as presented. Tabitha Denney made a motion, 
seconded by Jordan Delong to approve this budget amendment as presented.



 Upon  roll  call:  Michael  Woodlee,  Tommy  Frady,  Kenny  Smith,  Dusty 
Madewell,  Terry  Hodges,  Terry  Hickey,  Tabitha  Denney,  Jordan  Delong, 
Michael  Chandler,  and  Cale  Crain  voted  yes.  Motion  passed.  Budget 
Amendment as presented:

New/Used Litter Truck for Van Buren County
The  Financial  Director  Heather  Woodlee  brought  forward  to  the  Full 
Commission an update on the Litter Trucks that the County uses to pick up 



trash. Mrs. Woodlee stated, “We have had a lot of trouble with the County’s 
litter pickup trucks, we have a new employee and the first week the trucks 
broke down two different times.” “The Ford 2017 that was just given to us has 
to have a transmission, we have had it towed twice and the other truck has 
been  towed  also.”  Gooseneck  Garage  sent  a  quote  of  the  removal  and 
replacement of the transmission with a new one, 3 yr. unlimited warranty in 
the amount of $5,423.65. The same vehicle has just had to have the starter 
and water pump replaced. The 2nd quote from a different place was to have the 
transmission rebuilt with a 2yr. warranty in the amount of $4,618.30. Mrs. 
Woodlee explained, “We moved $28,000.00 from the ARP money into 101 for 
a litter truck, no new truck is going to cost $28,000.00.” Mrs. Woodlee would 
like the Commission to consider putting another $20,000.00 and purchasing a 
new litter Truck. 

Commissioner Terry Hickey strongly recommends if the County is putting in a 
new transmission that it needs to be at a Transmission Shop with a warranty 
and he thinks we need to buy a reliable used vehicle. After much discussion on 
this matter, Tabitha Denney made a motion, seconded by Michael Chandler to 
approve to move $50,000.00 from Fund Balance 39000 to 101-64000-708 
litter trucks. ($28,000.00 which was ARP money and the rest will be County 
funded) 

Upon roll call: Michael Woodlee, Tommy Frady, Dusty Madewell, Tabitha 
Denney, Michael Chandler, and Cale Crain voted yes. Terry Hodges, Terry 
Hickey, and Jordan Delong voted no. Kenny Smith abstained. 6-yes votes. 3-no 
votes, 1-abstained. Chairman Cale Crain ask if anyone wanted to change their 
vote. Commission Kenny Smith changed his vote to no. 6-yes votes, 4-no 
votes. Motion passed. (Vote being majority vote)

The Solid Waste Grant, $125,000.00, for the purchase of a New Roll 
back Truck
Mayor David Sullivan informed the Full Commission that the Solid Waste 
Grant that the County applied for was granted in the amount of $125,000.00. 
The Full Commission had discussed purchasing a new Roll back Solid Waste 
truck in the amount of $250.000.00 with the grant leaving the County to pay 
$100,000.00. After much discussion on this matter Tabitha Denney made a 
motion,  seconded  by  Michael  Woodlee  to  approve  to  go  forward  with 
purchasing a new truck for Solid Waste.

Upon  roll  call:  Michael  Woodlee,  Tommy  Frady,  Kenny  Smith,  Dusty 
Madewell,  Terry  Hodges,  Terry  Hickey,  Tabitha  Denney,  Jordan  Delong, 
Michael  Chandler,  and  Cale  Crain  voted yes.  Motion  passed.  Recycling 
Equipment Grant – Grant Award Letter as following:









Acknowledgement for the record: An easement was given to the County 
Highway Department. (Groves Road & Bentley Road):   Legal agreement 
Document as following: 



Barry Austin a business owner in Van Buren County addressed the Full 
Commission
Barry Austin the owner of A & H Slaughter House located in the Industrial 
Park was present at the meeting to address the Full Commission. Mr. Austin 
stated, “I made a deal with the County, they gave me a warranty deed on a 



piece of property and written in this was the property was mine to use up until 
10 years, ever year $5,170.00 came off that amount.” “I received a notice of 
lien in the mail from Mr. Upchurch.” “I haven’t seen that come in front of the 
Board of Commission at all or it wasn’t in the minutes.” “Since then the 
County has had a couple of private meetings, which in general I thought was 
pending litigation when you have a private meeting and I have not received 
nothing about pending litigations. “ I am trying to run a business over there 
and I kind of need to know where we stand.” 

County  Attorney  Howard  Upchurch  explained,  “Executive  Session  are 
meeting involving matters that are in litigation, matters that could be in 
litigation, matters that are protected by the Attorney client privilege, that I 
think Mr. Austin answers those Meetings.” “Executive Session meetings are 
just like any other Attorney client meetings there are closed confidential 
unless the client agrees to wave the confidentiality, these are confidential 
meetings and that’s really about as far as I can go.” 

Mr. Austin explained, “There has been a notice of lien placed against my 
property and that has not been through the County Commission.” Attorney 
Upchurch explained, “Mr. Austin, “The amount that was determined to be 
agreed upon, that amount is not secured on the real property so that is a 
decision that I made as County Attorney for Van Buren County and I discussed 
that with you as well.” Attorney Upchurch explained, “The way I interpreted 
the deed, there is an obligation and again I did not draft the deed, I am not 
criticizing anybody involved in that transaction.” 

Resolution for Cremation of Unclaimed Human Remains
Tabitha Denney made a motion, seconded by Michael Chandler to approve 
the Resolution as presented. All approved by voice vote. 0-opposed. Motion 
passed. Resolution as following: 





Resolution endorsing the use of visual surveillance devices to enhance 
law enforcement in Van Buren County
Jordan Delong made a motion, seconded by Kenny Smith to approve the 
Resolution as presented. Commission Chairman Cale Crain called for voice 
vote. All approved with the exception of Michael Woodlee. Motion passed. 
Resolution as following:







Comments from the General Public.
Commissioner Tabitha Denney called an Executive Meeting, all Citizens left 
the Commission Room with the exception of the County Attorney Howard 
Upchurch, the County Mayor David Sullivan and the Full Commission.

Adjournment
The Full  Commission ended the Executive Session and Michael  Woodlee 
made a motion, seconded Kenny Smith to adjourn. All approved by voice vote. 
Motion passed. Meeting adjourned at 7:51 p.m.

________________________________ ____________________________________
Chairman Cale Crain County Clerk Lisa Rigsby
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	Approve/Disapprove: Minutes of the Full Commission Meeting on Monday, October 27, 2025

